The Swingin’ Saints

St. Lawrence University’s Swing Dance Club

Constitution

Article I – Name

This organization shall be called The Swingin’ Saints Swing Dance Club, hereby referred to as the “Swingin’ Saints.”

Article II – Purpose

To provide the St. Lawrence community with opportunities to participate in, observe, and receive instruction in swing dance through campus events and periodic meetings.

Article III – Membership

Anyone in the St. Lawrence community may join the Swingin’ Saints.  There are voting members and non-voting members.  Attendance at 4 or more meetings per semester qualifies one to vote.  Voting membership continues from the previous semester as long as one continues to attend a minimum of 4 meetings each semester.  Non-voting membership is granted to individuals who attend fewer meetings required to be a voting member, but express enough interest to attend sporadically.

Article IV – Officers

There are six officers for this club: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, DJ/Music Coordinator, and Historian.  If needed, additional positions may be created via the process in Article VII.  Officer responsibilities:

President shall: Moderate the club meetings; choose their location, prepare meeting agenda; and represent the club in any needed official capacity.

Vice President shall: Lead and moderate club meetings with the president and in his or her absence; represent the club in any needed official capacity in the absence of or in conjunction with the president; and perform scheduling duties

Secretary shall: Record agenda, times, and minutes of all meetings and will maintain the list of all club members; be responsible for keeping an account of members’ attendance; and assist the president and vice president as delegated during meetings.

Treasurer shall: Manage club finances; prepare the yearly budget; be in charge of all fundraisers; be responsible for all fiscal matters concerning the club – examples of which include but are not limited to the purchase of videos and/or music, calculating costs of trips, and the collection of dues.

DJ/Music Coordinator shall: Be responsible for the set up and performance of music at swing club meetings and events when or where other sources of music are not available.

Historian shall: Keep a record of meetings and important club events through photography, video, film, and/or other appropriate means above and beyond the record keeping of the treasurer and secretary.

If an officer position becomes vacant, it will be filled by a vote of club members at an official club meeting.  Officer terms are one academic year in length, beginning in the fall semester.  The club will hold annual elections at the end of each academic year’s second semester to select officers for the following academic year.  An officer considered derelict in his or her duties may be removed from office by the process in Article VII.

Article V – Executive Board

The executive board shall consist of the President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  Club decisions that need to be made when there is not enough time to prepare for a full club meeting may be made by the executive board.  Minutes and voting record shall be kept by the secretary.  Any motion that entertains the spending of more than 40% of current funds shall not be permitted by a vote of only the executive board and will require voting at a full club meeting.

Article VI – Meetings

Periodic meetings shall be held throughout the academic year, not to include any summer session.  The President will preside over all meetings.  In the president’s absence, the vice president will preside.  Motions brought forth will be resolved by a majority vote of a quorum of the voting members in attendance.  A quorum is defined as 1/2 current voting members.

Article VII – Amendments

An amendment to this constitution may be submitted to the President or Vice President by any voting member.  After submission, the President and/or Vice President will place the proposal on the next meeting agenda for discussion.  A vote on an amendment is allowed only when voting members have had a minimum of one week’s notification of the vote.  A special quorum is needed to amend the constitution consisting of 2/3 of the voting members in order for the vote to occur. 2/3 of the quorum must vote in the affirmative to accept the amendment for it to be incorporated into this constitution.

Article VIII – Advisor

One SLU faculty or staff member will be elected annually at the end of each academic year second semester to serve as advisor to the club for the following academic year.  The role of the advisor is to provide guidance and support to club members.  The advisor shall not be a voting member.  The advisor’s attendance at all club meetings is encouraged but not required.  

Article IX – Supremacy

The articles of the Constitution of the St. Lawrence University Thelmomathesian Society supersede all articles of this constitution.
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