ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY

AFRICAN STUDENT UNION
CONSTITUTION OF RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

ARTICLE I

NAME

The name of the organization shall be [the] ‘African Student Union’

ARTICLE II

PURPOSE

The purpose of the African Student Union shall be to promote awareness about Africa in the St. Lawrence community, build solidarity among Africans on campus and provide discussion on issues related to Africa for students, faculty, administrators and alumni interested in Africa.

ARTICLE III

MEMBERSHIP
All members of St. Lawrence University community, faculty, staff, administrators and alumni may become members of the African Student Union.
ARTICLE IV

OFFICERS

Section 1: The African Student Union shall consist of the following officers:

1. President

2. Vice President
3. Minister of Foreign Affairs/Public Relations Officer
4. Minister of Finance and Development/Treasurer
5. Minister of Communication and Technology/Secretary
Section 2: The President shall oversee the running of the African Student Union and shall organize and manage all meetings of the ASU. 
Paragraph A
The President shall preside over all meetings of the African Student Union and shall have the power to call and run all executive meetings or other special meetings at his or her discretion upon due notice to all members. The African Student Union will meet at a time to be decided by the officers and active members of the club at the beginning of each semester.

Paragraph B
The President shall encourage group participation and involvement and ensure that the ministers are performing the duties entrusted to them and that planning is conducted smoothly and executed efficiently and to perfection
Paragraph C
The President shall keep in contact with the faculty advisor and advise them on the progress of the club.
Paragraph D
The President shall be elected from within the club, having been an active member of the African Student Union who has shown participation and involvement in club meetings and events.

Section 3: The Vice President shall assist the President in overseeing the running of the African Student Union.

Paragraph A
The Vice – President shall assume special projects as delegated by the President. The Vice President shall assume the role of primary event coordinator. This includes delegating meetings and planning events such as Africa night and other recreational events for the club and the campus community.
Paragraph B
The Vice President shall be elected from within the club, having been an active member of the African Student Union who has shown participation and involvement in club meetings and events.

Paragraph C
The Vice President shall assume all duties of the President in the event of his or her absence or inability to fulfill his or her duties temporarily, or if the President is unable to complete his or her term in office.

Section 4: The Minister of Foreign Affairs shall publicize the African Student Union and events to the greater St. Lawrence University community.

Paragraph A
The Minister of Foreign Affairs shall deal with the administrative and academic responsibilities. The Minister shall liaise with the other clubs and organizations to publicize or co-sponsor club events and functions.

Paragraph B
The Minister of Foreign Affairs shall initiate and maintain contact with members of the St. Lawrence community and faculty in relevant departments to forge bridges that will sustain continued commitment and collaboration in the clubs goals and events.
Paragraph C
The minister of Foreign Affairs shall assume all projects delegated by the President.

Paragraph D
The Minister for Foreign Affairs shall be elected from within the club, having been an active member of the African Student Union who has shown participation and involvement in club meetings and events.

Section 5: The Minister of Finance shall maintain complete and accurate financial

records as well as fundraising and development proposals of all African

Student Union income and expenditure.
Paragraph A
The Minister of Finance shall process all payment requests for the African Student Union. He or She shall investigate and advise on all possible sources of funds for contingency funds for the club.

Paragraph B
The Minister of Finance, in conjunction with the executive board, shall prepare and defend before the Thelomathesian Society proposals for contingency funding when required.

Paragraph C
The Minister of Finance shall assume all special projects as delegated by the President.

Paragraph D
The Minister of Finance shall be elected from within the club, having been an active member of the African Student Union who has shown participation and involvement in club meetings and events.

Section 6: The Minister of Communications and Technology shall be responsible for keeping communications between the African Students Union and the greater St. Lawrence community current.

Paragraph A
The Minister of Communication and Technology shall be responsible for recording and distributing, in a timely fashion, the minutes of all meetings to the members of the club. He or She shall be responsible for relaying messages and documents or special notices to the appropriate parties within and outside the club.
Paragraph B
The Minister of Communication and Technology shall be responsible for the creation and maintenance of the African Student Union website, blogs and any forums that may be created. He or She will also be responsible for the creation of posters and other paraphernalia to promote the African Student Union events.
Paragraph C
The Minister of Communication and Technology shall be elected from within the club, having been an active member of the African Student Union who has shown participation and involvement in club meetings and events.

ARTICLE V

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Section 1: The Executive board shall act as the steering committee for the African Student Union.

Paragraph A
The executive board shall consist of the Officers outlined above and the Faculty Advisor.

ARTICLE VI

ELECTIONS

Section 1: Elections for new club officers and members of the executive board shall be carried out at the end of every academic year for officers for the next academic year.

Paragraph A
All positions in the Executive board will be considered at the end of the academic year.

Paragraph B
All African Student Union members can run for a position as long as they have been an active member of the African Student Union who has shown participation and involvement in the clubs meeting s and events. Officers and members of the Executive Board can run for a second term if they wish.
Paragraph C
Candidates should express their wish to run for what positions they would like to run. They may also be nominated by other members of the club and will have the right to either accept or decline the nomination to run for office.

Paragraph D
All members of the African Student Union will vote for the officers through a method determined by the officers and active members to be convenient and effective for the specific time. Two of the members shall be elected official to count the votes to avoid bias. A candidate with the majority of the votes will be declared winner. Where there is a draw a second election for that particular position shall be held with the ‘drawn candidates’ being the only candidates.

Paragraph E
In the event that there are no eligible members of the African Student Union to fill any of the Executive board positions, it will be left to the discretion of the Executive Board to fill the position with a candidate who meets all criteria as long as the candidate is willing to become a member of African Student Union.

ARTICLE VII

AMENDMENTS
Any amendments to this constitution shall require a two-third majority of the active members of the African Student Union vote, and seven days consideration of the amendment by the Executive Board of the African Student Union.

ARTICELE VIII

SUPREMACY

The St. Lawrence University Thelomathesian constitution Society supercedes all articles of this constitution.

