The St. Lawrence University Singing Sinners

Constitution

Article I

The name of this organization shall be called the St. Lawrence University Singing Sinners

Article II – Purpose

The Singing Sinners are a non-departmental, student-run, women’s a cappella singing ensemble. The ensemble performs concerts both on and off campus throughout the academic year, providing entertainment for all occasions.


In addition to engagements for both University and private organizations, the group traditionally performs a Family Weekend concert, two concerts a year, (one each semester), various campus events, and attends an a cappella workshop at Middlebury College. 

Article III – Membership

Section 1.

Membership is by audition and open to all St. Lawrence University undergraduate women. Regular auditions will be held as soon after the fall semester begins as possible. Optional auditions may be held in the spring if they are deemed necessary. 

Section 2.

Once accepted to the Singing Sinners, the member is a member during all years of her undergraduate study at St. Lawrence. If she studies abroad with a St. Lawrence program for a semester or year, she will be readmitted to the Sinners when she returns to the University. If a member leaves the University due to suspension or other University sanction, she must re-audition for membership. If a member is compelled to take a leave of absence from the Singing Sinners due to academic or personal reasons, she must petition for re-admittance. This decision must be unanimous by all current members.

Section 3. 

The number of members of the Singing Sinners should not exceed 16 women, but should never be less than 8.

Article IV – Officers

Section 1. 

The officers of the Singing Sinners include but are not limited to a General Director, Musical Director, Treasurer, Business Manager/Public Relations, and Website Coordinator. These officers will be appointed by the members of Singing Sinners when a vacancy is created. If the need is felt for a new position, an appointment will be made to that position.

Section 2.

The General Director’s duties include: conducting auditions, negotiating dates and times of the rehearsals and concerts, running weekly rehearsals, initiating communication amongst members, and mediating any group conflict.

Section 3.

The Musical Director’s duties include: organizing and arranging music, directing songs during rehearsals and concerts, and pitch pipe responsibilities. 
Section 4.

The Treasurer’s duties include: management of group funds and budget.
Section 5. 

The Business Manager/Public Relations member’s duties include: booking venues for concerts, publicity around campus for concerts and events, proposing performances outside of campus. 
Section 6. 

The Website Coordinator’s duties include: updating the website to ensure that up to date information is provided to the community. 

Article V

Section 1. 

A business meeting will be held at the beginning of each semester in order to schedule regular rehearsal times and notify all members of upcoming engagements.

Section 2.

The Singing Sinners understand that academics are the first priority of its members. Yet because of the group’s dealings with organizations outside of the University, including its ability to enter into contracts with those organizations, Singing Sinners is a semi-professional group. Because of this distinction, it is understood that attendance reflects upon the professional appearance of the Singing Sinners and of the University itself. Therefore, all care must be taken so that its members are at each rehearsal and engagement.


Each member is allowed three cut rehearsals. A cut is defined as an unexcused absence from a scheduled rehearsal. The General Director must be notified of such an excuse before the rehearsal in question. After the first unexcused absence, the member may not audition for any solos for the upcoming concert, if it is within three weeks preceding a concert. After the second consecutive unexcused absence, if preceding a concert by 2 weeks, the member may not perform at the upcoming concert. When a member commits her third consecutive cut, her membership in Singing Sinners is immediately terminated. 


Legitimate excuses are commitments scheduled prior to the scheduled rehearsal. These include: class, religious observance, team sporting event, activities required for classes, sorority house meetings, doctor’s appointments, and CA duty. Legitimate excuses also include family or medical emergencies. 

Being in a student organization requires responsiblily and time management therefore, legitimate excuses do not include finishing work for a class. 


A member missing from a scheduled performance without a legitimate excuse has her membership from the Singing Sinners immediately terminated. 

Article VII – Amendments

Amendments to this Constitution may be submitted by any member of the Singing Sinners. Submission can occur at any time, though a business meeting should be called in order to discuss the proposed amendment. Majority vote is needed for an amendment to pass.

Article VIII – Hazing

Singing Sinners concurs with all University guidelines concerning the practice of hazing.

Article IX – Thelmomathesian Society Supremacy

The St. Lawrence University Thelmomathesian Society Constitution supersedes all articles of this constitution.
