Rotaract Constitution
Article I – Name

The name of this organization shall be The Rotaract Club of St. Lawrence University.

Article II – Purpose and Goals

The purpose of Rotaract is to provide an opportunity for young men and women to enhance the knowledge and skills that will assist them in personal development, to address the physical and social needs of their communities, and to promote better relations between all people worldwide through a framework of friendship and service.

The goals of Rotaract are:

1. To develop professional and leadership skills;

2. To recognize, practice, and promote ethical standards as leadership qualities and vocational responsibilities;

3. To develop knowledge and understanding of the needs, problems and opportunities in the community and worldwide;

4. To provide opportunities for personal and group activities to serve the community and promote international understanding and goodwill toward all people.

Article III – Membership

The membership of this club shall consist of young men and women of good character and leadership potential and shall be open to all current St. Lawrence students at any point in the semester.

Article IV – Officers and Committees

Section 1: Executive Officers

There shall be four top executive positions consisting of President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary. Their duties are outlined below:

1. President. The president shall preside at all regular and special meetings of the club and the executive board. He shall appoint all standing and special committees and, in the event of a vacancy in the executive board, shall, with the approval of the board, fill such vacancy by appointment until the next regular election of the club. He shall be an ex officio member of all committees. He shall maintain communication with the sponsor club and the district Rotaract representative to ensure they are continually informed of all actions taken by the club.
2. Vice-President. The vice-president shall succeed to the office of president in the event or removal of the latter for whatever cause, and, in the absence of the president, shall preside at all meetings of the club and of the board.

3. Secretary. The secretary shall maintain all club records, keep minutes of all the meetings of the club and executive board, and provide copies of such to the faculty advisor, or chairman of the sponsor Rotary club’s Rotaraact committee.

4. Treasurer. The treasurer shall have custody of all club funds, maintaining all necessary records and depositing all such funds in a bank approved by the board of directors. He shall report on the club’s financial status at each meeting of the club and shall hold all records available for inspection by any club member. All disbursements shall be by check and with the signature of the treasurer. 

Section 2: Committees

There shall also be the following committees:

1. Club Service. This committee shall be responsible for attendance, membership, programs, fellowship, public relations, and such other matters as may be deemed appropriate. 

2. International Service. This committee shall be charged with primary responsibility for enhancing knowledge and understanding of worldwide needs, problems and opportunities and developing activities to give service for promoting international understanding and goodwill toward all people.  

3. Community Service. This committee shall be charged with primary responsibility for enhancing knowledge and understanding of community needs, problems, and opportunities and developing appropriate activities for serving the community (including the university community).

4. Professional Development. This committee shall be responsible for developing a program designed to provide information about a wide cross-section of businesses and professions and to stimulate awareness and acceptance of high ethical standards in business and professional life.

The executive board shall reserve the right, by a majority vote, to add committees as needed for the best structure and productivity of the organization.

Article V – Elections

The top four executive positions are to be voted on annually, at the beginning of the spring semester. Nominations for officers shall be made and recorded by the current secretary. Voting will take place during the next regularly scheduled meeting by secret ballot, which will be counted and recorded by the current secretary, unless being considered for a position, in which case it will go down in executive order until a neutral party is reached. Candidates who receive a majority vote by those present will be elected.

Article VI – Meetings

Section 1: Weekly Meetings

Meetings of the group-at-large shall be held on a weekly basis at a time and place suitable to the convenience of the membership.

Section 2: Committee Meetings

Meetings of the committees shall be held on an as needed basis determined by a majority consensus of the committee. Proceedings of these meetings shall be reviewed at the next weekly meeting of the group-at-large.

Section 3: Special Meetings

Special meetings may be called at any time by a council member, provided there is a two-thirds majority vote at the previous meeting.

Article VII – Amendments

Section 1: Proposing Amendments

Amendments to this constitution may be submitted by any member of this organization and must be endorsed by a sitting executive member. Members shall be notified electronically of any endorsed proposed amendments. 

Section 2: Voting on Amendments

Members shall vote at the meeting following the proposed Amendment by secret ballot which will be counted and recorded by the secretary. Proposed amendments must be approved by two-thirds of the members. 

Article VIII – Rotaract Emblem

The Rotaract emblem shall be preserved for the exclusive use and benefit of Rotaract club members. Each member of this club shall be entitled to wear or otherwise display the Rotaract emblem in a dignified and appropriate manner during the period of membership. Such entitlement shall be relinquished upon termination of membership or termination of this club. When displayed by individual club members, the emblem may be used without further information. When the emblem is used to represent a club, the name of the club should appear with the emblem.

Article IX – Supremacy

The St. Lawrence Thelomathesian Society Constitution supersedes all article of this constitution.

