Preamble

The name of the organization established under this constitution shall be the St. Lawrence University Geology Club.  Its membership shall consist of all people meeting the requirements stipulated in this constitution.  The purpose of this organization is to foster an active interest in geology among the campus community through such activities as field trips, lectures, presentations and social events.

Geology Club Constitution
Article 1:  Membership, Officers


Section 1:  Membership

A. All students and faculty members are eligible for membership.

B. A member shall be defined as any person who shows active interest in Geology and is in good standing with the Geology Club Executive Committee.

C. The voting membership shall include only those people who have registered their name with the Treasurer and received a membership card.  Fall registration is highly encouraged.
D. The Membership must include a faculty advisor from the Geology Department.  This position shall be filled on a voluntary basis.
Section 2:  Officers

A. Qualifications

a. The elected officers of the Geology Club shall be the President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Activities Chairperson, and Social Chair Person.
b. Candidates for these offices shall be any members in good standing willing to carry out the duties of the office.

B. Vacancies and Resignations

a. In the event of a resignation or vacancy in any of the executive offices except that of the President, the president shall appoint a member in good standing to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term.
b. In the event of a vacancy in the office of the president, the Vice-President shall fill in the position for the remainder of the term.  The Vice-President shall also appoint members in good standing to fill any other vacant executive positions for the remainder of the term.
C. President

a. The President shall conduct all meetings of the Geology Club.
b. The President shall act as a student faculty liaison.

c. The President shall act as one of at least three student delegates   to Thelmo.

d. The President shall be responsible for suggesting the formation and subsequent duties of subcommittees.  The suggestion will then be put up for a general vote.

e. The President shall review committee performance and, if judged unacceptable, the offending committee will be dissolved and a new committee will be appointed and/or constructed on a volunteer basis.
f. The President, in the absence of the Treasurer, has the authority to pay for the expenses incurred by the geology club.

D. Vice-President

a. The Vice President shall assist the president and assume the presidential duties when the President is unable to carry them out.

b. The Vice President shall act as one of at least three student delegates to Thelmo.

E. Secretary

a. The Secretary shall be responsible for the taking of minutes at all meetings, and for the distribution of those minutes afterwards.

b. The Secretary shall be responsible for the Geology Club’s publicity.

c. The Secretary shall be responsible for the supervision and maintenance of bulletin boards and displays throughout the Geology department.

F. Treasurer

a. The Treasurer shall keep all financial records.

b. The Treasurer shall serve as one of at least three student delegates to Thelmo.

c. The Treasurer shall divide the duties with the Social Chairperson concerning funding for all social functions.

d. The Treasurer shall divide the duties with the Activities Chairperson concerning funding of field trips and other events.

e. The Treasurer shall be responsible for the preparation of a financial report, to be presented to the Geology Club, on a quarterly basis.
f. The Treasurer shall be responsible for the preparation of an annual budget.

g. The Treasurer shall serve as the Chairperson of the budget committee.

G. Social Chairperson
a. The Social Chairperson shall plan and oversee the organization of all social events.

b. The Social Chairperson shall divide the duties with the Treasurer concerning funding for social events.
c. The Social Chairperson shall chair the Social Committee.

H. Activities Chairperson

a. The Activities Chairperson shall be responsible for the coordinating all field trips, lectures, and presentations.

b. The Activities Chairperson shall divide the duties with the Treasurer concerning funding of these activities.

c. The Activities Chairperson shall chair the Activities Committee.

Section 3:  Structure

A. Executive Council

a. The Executive Council shall consist of the officers of the Geology Club.

b. The Executive Council shall act in place of the Geology Club membership when it is not present.

c. All actions of the Executive council must be reported at the next regular meeting of Geology Club.

B. Standing Committees

a. Standing committees are permanent committees which function throughout the academic year.

b. Membership of the standing committees shall be determined on a voluntary basis.  In the event that no interest is shown in filling the committee positions, they shall be filled by presidential appointment.

c. The standing committees are as follows:

i. Activities Committee

1. The Activities Committee shall be responsible for the planning and organization of field trips.

2. The Activities Committee may assist any faculty member who is planning a field trip for the Geology Club or Geology Department in general.

3. The Activities Committee shall plan and organize lectures and presentations on a regular basis.

ii. Social Committee

1. The Social Committee shall assist the Social Chairperson in the organizing and carrying out of all social functions.

iii. Budget Committee

1. The Budget Committee, excluding the Treasurer, shall prepare in March of each year, an audit of the current year’s financial status.

2. The Budget Committee shall assist the Treasurer in the preparation of the next fiscal year’s budget to be presented to Thelmo, in March of each year.

iv. Rock and Mineral Kit Committee

1. As a service to the Geology Department, the Rock and Mineral Kit Committee shall aid in the distribution, collection, and maintenance of rock and mineral kits to be used in Geology 103 laboratories.

C. Ad Hoc Committees

a. Ad hoc committees are temporary committees created to fill specific needs.

b. Membership of the ad hoc committees shall be determined on a volunteer basis, or if necessary, by presidential appointment.

Section 4:  Hazing

A. The St. Lawrence University Geology Club fully agrees with the University policy on hazing.

Section 5:  Supremacy

A. The Constitution of the Thelomathesian Society supersedes all articles of this constitution.

By Laws
Article 1:  Elections


Section 1:  Nominations

A. The President will appoint a Nominating Committee of three club members who will not be running for office.  The President will appoint or designate a chairperson.

B. Appointment of the Nominating Committee will be announced at the first general meeting in November of the Geology Club.

C. Duties of the Nominating Committee:

a. Receive nomination from the general membership.

b. Verify the willingness of the nominees to stand for election.

c. Present the slate of nominees to the general membership at least one week prior to the election meeting.

d. The chairperson of the committee will conduct the election by:

i. Present the slate of nominees at the meeting.

ii. Open the floor to new nominations.

iii. Receives motion and second to close nominations.

iv. Counts votes

v. In the event of a tie, the chairperson casts the deciding vote.

Section 2:  Voting Procedures

A. The election meeting will occur two weeks after the announcement of the membership of the nominating committee.

B. Voting will proceed by secret ballot with the stipulation of one-member-one-vote.

C. Officers will be elected on the basis of a simple majority vote of the members present.

D. If no nominee receives a majority, the two nominees receiving the greatest number of votes will be entered in an immediate run-off election.

E. An officer may not be elected to more than one executive position.

F. All newly elected officers will assume their responsibilities immediately.

Article 2:  Meeting Requirements


Section 1:  General Requirements

A. Meetings will be held at least once every other week.

B. Meetings shall be called to order by the president.

C. Meetings will include the presentation of committee reports.

Article 3:  Amendments


Section 1:  Proposals

A. Amendments to this constitution may be proposed by any member at any general meeting of the Geology Club.

B. During the week immediately following the meeting at which the proposal was made, the Secretary must distribute copies of the proposed amendment.

Section 2:  Adoption

A. At the next meeting of the Geology Club, following that at which the amendment proposal was made, the proposal will be put up for a general vote.  A two-thirds vote of members present is required for that ratification of the amendment.  Voting will proceed by secret ballot with the stipulation of one member, one vote.
