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Article I - Name

The organization shall be known as The Dance Ensemble

Article II - Purpose

The purposes of The Dance Ensemble are to:

Allow students to express themselves creatively,

Promote diversity on campus through highlighting different cultural dances,

Present finished pieces at the Showcase at the end of each semester as its own entity,

Expand upon the creative arts offerings at SLU by providing a forum for creative collaboration and dance, and

Improve upon cultural offerings in the SLU and Canton community with performances that are appropriate for all ages at no charge.

Article III - Membership
The Dance Ensemble is open to all St. Lawrence University students as well as students from the neighboring campuses whom would like to offer there efforts into creating and participating in dance pieces. Any student is allowed to choreograph a piece at no charge. Open auditions can be held for dances that are specified as intermediate or advanced by the individual choreographer. Dance offerings consistently vary in difficulty and style so as to be accessible to all individuals regardless of prior dance experience.

Article IV - Officers
Section 1: The officers of the Dance Ensemble shall be:

President: Sydney Pitchford (slpitc05@stlawu.edu)

Vice President: Rachael Snow (rmsnow06@stlawu.edu)

Treasurer: Richard Torres (rtorr05@stlawu.edu)

Secretary: Darrlyn Moorer (ddmoor06@stlawu.edu)

Public Relations Chair: Shauntay Brandon (sjbran07@stlawu.edu)

Additional Leadership Roles- Should the need arise, certain positions such as Public Relations and Costume Manager may be incorporated.

Choreographers - Choreographers are encouraged to create a dance piece of their own; if they are using choreography that is not their own, they must give credit to the original choreographer. The choreographer must create a dance, teach it to their dance participants, offer assistance to anyone who struggles with the choreography, and must touch bases with the Executive Board as well as meet all deadlines. It is the responsibility of the choreographer to ensure that their finished product is a dynamic and entertaining piece that meets the standards of decency and appropriateness expected given an all-ages audience without lacking the aesthetics of their vision.

Section 2: Duties of the Officers shall be:

President - The president is responsible for facilitating Dance Ensemble meetings. Weekly meetings should be imposed with an everlasting invitation to choreographers to keep the lines of communication open. This may pertain to exclusive executive board meetings as well as meetings with the rest of the members. However, any other officer is able to facilitate meetings under special circumstances. The president will contact organization advisors and be responsible for checking in with choreographers. Both the President and the Vice President facilitate the process of signing up for dances and can reorganize assignments if there are problems and the choreographer is in agreement. All advertisements must be approved by the President before distribution. The President may appoint or nominate an individual to oversee any special projects such as t-shirt designs, fundraisers, and community performances. The entire executive board along with the assistance of the organization advisors will approve the quality of the performances prior to the recital and make the decision if there is a dance that needs to be omitted from the Showcase. 

Vice President - Along with the President, the Vice President is in charge of organizing the assignment for individual dances within the performance body. The responsibility of monitoring the schedule and reservation rehearsal times with the art office and maintaining a copy of the schedule rehearsal times will lie with the Vice President. The Vice President will also take the place of the President if this individual is absent or unavailable. 

Secretary - The Secretary will create and maintain an updated roster for each semester. All contact of club members, via email with minutes and announcements will be written by the Secretary at all meetings of Dance Ensemble and the conveyed to the members. Also, the Secretary will overlook advertising for club events and maintain all club publications including website and club brochure for distribution and use by the organization. The Secretary will collect all information necessary for the program, design and produce it, or relay the necessary information to the Arts Office if they are producing it.

Treasurer - The Treasurer handles the oversight of the organization’s budget and its distribution amongst groups which includes attending any campus meetings for club Treasurers. The Treasure also handles costume reimbursements and functions under the control and guidance of the President for financial concerns and decisions within the organization. The Treasurer will spearhead any campaigns for additional funding and supervise all fundraising efforts.

Public Relations Chair - The Public Relations Chair is responsible, along with the help of the Secretary, of all advertisement needed for the Showcase performances at the end of each semester. The Public Relations Chair should comprise a composite of posters, emails to the student body, and designs for the purposes of attracting an audience for the performances. The Public Relations Chair may also relay advertisements to neighboring campuses for additional attraction. If t-shirts or other paraphernalia are decided upon, the individual will have an integral role in designing. Also the Public Relations Chair is responsible for creating a design for the Showcase programs at the end of the semester.

Article V - The Election of Officers
Elections for officers will occur at the end of the spring semester for the following year and each officer will serve a maximum of 2 semesters and a minimum of one semester. In the case that the replacement of an officer is necessary prior to the spring election an emergency election will be called to order with all members present. If there are members of Dance Ensemble that would like to be elected for the next year, they should shadow under a current executive board to learn their roles and responsibilities in preparation for elections.

Article VI - Amendments
Any member of Dance Ensemble may propose an amendment to the constitution. The amendment must pass with a 2/3 vote of the members with Dance Ensemble.

Article VII - Supremacy
The Constitution and By-Laws of the Thelomathesian Society supersede all articles of this constitution.

