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The art of persuasion
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1999-2000



Administrative Items

Faculty
Office
Phone
Hours
e-mail

Maegan Bos
Valentine 209-1
5952
By appt
mbos@stlawu.edu

Catherine

Jahncke
Bewkes 218
5496
By appt
cjah@stlawu.edu  

College Assistants
Room
Phone
e-mail

Tia Rabine
173
6041
x2trabi@music.stlawu.edu

Jonathan Ntheketha
267
6083
x0jnthe@music.stlawu.edu

College Web Page:  http://it.stlawu.edu/~scientia
Meeting times:

T-TH 10:10-12:10, 
L 145 or as announced

Residential Curriculum

· One college community meeting--basically, life would improve in this college if…Date to be selected by the college team 

· Don't get left out in the cold:  important information for the transition to sophomore year: Date TBA by the Residential Coordinators

· The college staff will have a regular meeting (time TBA).  You should feel free to come to the first 15 minutes of that meeting to air any concerns or comments you may have.

Syllabus by Week



Tues
Thurs

01/25/2000
Administrivia

Examples of arguments/discussion

freewrite on interests
Library: Finding a topic

Get in groups; write a proposal on top 3 topics

02/01/2000
Argument Journal

A Rulebook for Arguments
Library: Finding books

02/08/2000
Argument Journal

Fallicies & Bias
Library: Evaluate Books

02/15/2000
Argument Journal

How to lie with statistics
Library: Finding Journal Articles

Readings for panel discussion

02/22/2000
Argument Journal

Advertising Video
Library: Evaluate Periodicals

02/29/2000
Argument Journal

Discuss Advertising
Library: Find Literature Reviews

03/07/2000
Panel Discussions
Panel Discussions

03/14/2000
Spring Break


03/21/2000
Argument Journal

Rousing up a crowd
Library: Finding Web Sources

03/28/2000
Persuasive Speeches
Persuasive Speeches

04/04/2000
Argument Journal

Watch Propaganda Battle
Persuasive Speeches

04/11/2000
Argument Journal

Discuss Propaganda yesturday
Discuss Propaganda today

04/18/2000
Argument Journals

Draft 1 of Position paper

Peer review
Library: Open conferences

04/25/2000
Argument Journal

Course Evaluations
Debates

05/02/2000
Debates
Debates

Major Due Dates


Tues
Thurs

01/25/2000



02/01/2000



02/08/2000

Argument Example

02/15/2000

Fallacy Example

02/22/2000
Annotated Bibliography of Books


02/29/2000

Statistics Example

03/07/2000
Annotated Bibliography of articles


03/14/2000
Spring Break


03/21/2000



03/28/2000
Lit review


04/04/2000

Modest Proposal

04/11/2000



04/18/2000
Draft 1 of Position paper

Peer review


04/25/2000
(return draft 1 of position paper)


05/02/2000

Draft 2 of position paper

Pet Peeves and General Rants/Policies

· You are responsible for anything said and done in class, whether or not you attend.

· You are responsible for any email we send you, whether or not you check it.

· Except for your argument journal and research journal, late work will be corrected, but will lose 5 points (out of 100) each day it is late. Period. “My computer died,” “They don’t have my word processor,” “I had a game/practice”…these are bad excuses for late papers so don’t use them. Failing to turn in an assignment at all will result in failure in the course. Your journals are due at the beginning of class on Tuesdays, unless otherwise stated.  Late journals will not be accepted…you get a 0 that week. 
· Except for quickie response papers/freewrites done in class, all turned in work should be typed. 

· When you read for class, read carefully.  Read for comprehension, not simply to get through it.  You may have to read a selection several times.  You may need a dictionary next to you.  If you’ve read the material a couple of times, and have trouble understanding it, come talk to us during office hours.  Reading an assignment for the first time the night before it is due is NOT acceptable---that’s why we usually give it to you at least a week in advance.  Most of this applies to films, too.  Watch carefully; pay attention to details; take notes (we sure will!).  We will frequently give quizzes to check for comprehension. 

· Read the Syllabus by Week!!  If we are going to discuss a film/reading selection during class, you are expected to have seen the movie/read the selection BEFORE class…DUH.  Punishments for failure to comply will lean toward the medieval.

· We welcome any and all discussions.  If you want to discuss your grade on a particular assignment, you must allow a 24 hour gestation period before talking to us. 

Reading list

Book List and Other Readings

A Rulebook for Arguments by Anthony Weston



Handouts on Fallacies & Bias+



How to Lie with Statistics by Darrell Huff



Lots of books and journal articles on your research topic!



+These readings will be handed out in class.

Films

Various film clips to demonstrate appeal to emotion which may include I have a Dream, Henry V, Braveheart 



Consuming Images



Propaganda Battle



To the Shores of Iwo Jima



Action in the North Atlantic



Independence Day



Hunt for Red October



Grade Components

For the purpose of assigning a final course grade, these tasks will be given the following relative weights:

· Research Project
 55 %

Annotated Bibliography of Books  (5 %)

Annotated Bibliography of Journals  (5 %)

Literature Review (10 %)

Panel Discussion (5 %)

Debate (10 %)

Position Paper (10 %)

Research Journal (10 %)

· Portfolio
 15 %

· Argument Journal 
 10 %

· Persuasive Speech
 10 %

· Participation & Quizzes
 10 %

Failure to complete any one of the above tasks will result in an automatic failure in the class. 

Research Project

This will be a semester long project that contains the following components:

 (*more detailed instructions will be handed out with the assignment.)

1. Self-selected groups will turn in a proposal on three top research topics.  Topics should have debatable aspects to them.

2. Each group member will keep a research journal on their research topic.

3. Each group member will turn in two Annotated Bibliographies, one on books and one on journal articles, to be shared with other group members after being returned. *

4. Each group member will turn in a Literature Review. *

5. The group will run a panel discussion for the class.  Reading assignments are expected. *

6. The group will turn in a proposal for the question they will be debating.

7. Each group member will turn in a position paper. *

8. The group will debate the question, members taking a position opposite of the one they had in their position paper. *

Argument Journal

You will be required to keep a 2-column journal of arguments.  In one column, you will describe the situation and present the argument in an objective manner (cite the source); be sure to state the premise(s) and conclusion. In the other column, you will critique the argument.  If it is a bad argument, explain why, giving the types of fallacies and/or inconsistencies that are involved.  If it is a good argument, explain why and clearly state your reasoning. We expect 3-4 entries per week.  This journal will be collected weekly on Tuesdays and returned on Thursdays.  Your weekly grades will be averaged to determine your journal grade.  The lowest journal grade will be dropped.  Starting in week three, four students will be chosen each week to lead a discussion on one of their arguments.  Your participation in this will be counted as an argument grade, not dropable!

Research Journal

Keep a record of your research: references you find in the library, notes on those references, notes from conversations with other group members, problems that may arise (either with the research or fellow group members).  At the end of the semester, write a short essay about further research that you would do in your topic if you had more time.  Make sure you record the date of each entry as we expect to see at the very least weekly entries. One obvious entry would include what you do in the library class time each week. This journal will be picked up weekly (on Tuesdays and returned on Thursdays).  Your weekly grades will be averaged to determine your journal grade.  The lowest journal grade will be dropped.  

Portfolio

The portfolio will include ALL writing done for this class: components of your research project and any other writing assignments. You should make notes on how you can improve your writing for each assignment.  The portfolio will be collected at the end of the semester along with a 2-3 page essay evaluating your work as a writer.  It will be evaluated as a single body of work; writing that is not graded at the time of writing will be evaluated as part of the portfolio.  Neatness and organization count.

Persuasive speech

The speech will be an 8-10 minute persuasive argument.  Use the logical tools and fallacies we’ve studied in class.  Also, remember, evoking emotion is a powerful persuader, but you should be subtle. You will be peer reviewed.  

Participation and Quizzes

You are expected to participate in class.  If we are having a discussion, you need to be positive part of it.  That means speaking up when you have a point, and letting other people have the floor to make their points. The student who doesn’t say a word all semester and the student who hogs the conversation making off the wall comments will be equally penalized! Doing the readings and the homework assignments on time are also part of participation.  We firmly believe in pop quizzes.  There are no make-up pop quizzes.

Attendance

You are allowed 3 free absences from FYP without it affecting your grade. 3 tardies will be counted as 1 absence. If you enter the room after we get to your name in the roll, you are tardy.  (It is your responsibility to contact your seminar instructor immediately after class to change an absence to a tardy.)  Gross tardiness is an absence. When you are absent/tardy, be sure to tell your seminar leader why you missed class time.  

Once you have accumulated 3 absences, 2.5 will be deducted from your final grade (out of 100) for each additional absence. 

Absence on a day when panel discussions, debates, and persuasive speeches are performed (yours or your peers) will count as two absences.  If you miss your own panel discussion or debate, you fail the course.  If you miss your own speech, you will get a 0 and be required to make it up in order to avoid failing the course.  

Commonality Statement -- Spring 2000

The focus of Spring semester is on the development of informed, well-reasoned arguments that move from premises to conclusion, or from data to claims, and that provide adequate and varied evidence from sources that have been read carefully, used accurately, and cited properly.  Students should complete at least one project that requires a significant period of exploration and research in a sufficiently narrow area of inquiry. Toward that end, we recommend that colleges/seminars require no more than 2 research/writing projects, with each containing multiple smaller assignments.  Specifically, each project should involve some combination of formal and informal written and oral communication and should include provision for substantial revision based on detailed feedback from faculty and peers.  Each college/seminar will build on the work done in the first semester to teach students to: 

a) determine the kinds of information needed and where best to find it; 

b) distinguish between primary and secondary sources, between popular and scholarly journals and books, and between mainstream and alternative press publications; 

c) develop the skills and techniques needed to locate information in the various library collections; 

d) develop the skills necessary to locate information on the Internet; 

e) analyze sources, whether paper or electronic, and evaluate information as appropriate to a specific purpose. 
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