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Administrative Items

Faculty
Office
Phone
Hours
e-mail

Maegan Bos
Valentine 209-1
5952
By appt
mbos@stlawu.edu

Catherine

Jahncke
Bewkes 218
5496
By appt
cjah@stlawu.edu  

College Assistants
Room
Phone
e-mail

Tia Rabine
173
x6041
x2trabi@music.stlawu.edu

Jonathan Ntheketha
267
x6083
x0jnthe@music.stlawu.edu

College Web Page:  http://it.stlawu.edu/~scientia
Meeting times:

Plenary session:  

T-TH 10:10-11:40, 
( or 10:10-12:40)*
VA 205-206

Seminars

· Bos 
T 1:10-2:10 PM
VA 106


H 1:10-2:10 PM
VA 106

· Jahncke 
W 12:00-1:00 PM
VA 117


H 1:10-2:10 PM
VA 204

Syllabus by Week


T: Plenary
T/ W: Seminar
H: Plenary
H: Seminar

8/24
Classes haven’t started yet!
Administrivia

Essay: How do you know?
Assign Portfolio

Discuss Study Skills (T)

8/31
Anthropology
Computer Orientation

Jahncke: Carnegie 208

Bos: Whitman 169
Mismeasure of Man


Writing Exercise

9/7
Critique of Science
Excel Orientation

Jahncke: Carnegie 208

Bos: Whitman 169
Scientific Method

Essay: Science Assumptions
Oral Exercise

Assign SM Writeup

9/14
Scientific Method Experiment

Process Experiment

Rocket Science
Writing and Presenting Results(T)

9/21
Rocket Science: calculations and experiment overview. 
Peer Review of SM Experiment
Rocket Experiment

9/28
Process Rocket Experiment

Assign Rocket Write-up
Assign Article Presentations
Go to the Library
Scientific Method Presentations
Solve Minute Mysteries 

Assign Mysteries. Freewrite: Interests (T)

10/5
Watch The Proof
Discussion of Proof 
Listen/Read Radio Mystery
Mathematical Uncertainties

Assign Mystery Overview
Write Minute Mysteries

10/12
Freewrite: What is Math?

NIM, Ethnomath

Assign Essay: Myopia.
Tour of Sound Library
Fall Break

10/19
BaFa BaFa
Article Presentations
Discuss Contact

(Discuss BaFa BaFa)
Read Through Trifles

10/26
Discuss Trifles and Sacred Clowns
Article Presentations
Watch Rashomon

11/2
Discuss Rashomon

Essay: 2 characters
Article Presentations
Watch 12 Angry Men

11/9
Mock Trials
Article Presentations
Discuss 12 Angry Men and A Time to Kill
Freewrite:  What is Justice?

11/16
Dress Rehearsal of Mysteries
Article Presentations
Dress Rehearsal of Mysteries

11/23
Thanksgiving Break

11/30
Course Evaluations
Last Minute Details for Mysteries
Perform Mysteries


12/7
Perform Mysteries
Discuss Exam
Perform Mysteries

Major Assignment and Due Dates


T:Plenary
T/W Seminar
H:Plenary
H:Seminar

8/24
Classes haven't started
Assign Essay: How do you know?
Assign Portfolio

8/31


How do you Know Essay Due, Draft 1


9/7


Assign Essay: Science Assumptions Assign SM writeup & presentations

How do you know draft 2 due


9/14


Science Assumptions Essay Due


9/21
SM Due




9/28
Assign Rocket Writeup

SM draft 2 due
Assign Article Presentations
SM Presentations
Assign Mysteries

In Class Freewrite on Interests

10/5
Draft 1 of Rocket Due

Assign Mystery Groups and Overview


10/12
Assign Essay: Myopia
Draft 2 of Rocket (by 5pm)
Fall Break

10/19
Myopia Due
article presentations
Mystery Overview Due


10/26

article presentations



11/2
Assign Essay: 2 character comparison

Draft 1 of Mystery Due
article presentations



11/9
2 Character Essay Due
article presentations
Draft 2 of Mystery Due


11/16
Dress Rehearsal for Mysteries
article presentations
Dress Rehearsal for Mysteries


11/23
Thanksgiving

11/30


Perform Mysteries


12/7
Perform Mysteries
Assign Exam Essay
Perform Mysteries

Portfolio Due


Final Exam: Wednesday, December 15th, 8:30-11:30 am.

Residential Curriculum

· There will be a Town Meeting TBA.  Pizza will be served.  You are required to attend.

· The college staff will have regular meeting every other Tuesday (starting 8/31) after Plenary in Augsbury Café.   You should feel free to come to the first 15 minutes of that meeting to air any concerns or comments you may have.

Pet Peeves and General Rants/Policies

· You are responsible for anything said and done in class, whether or not you attend.

· You are responsible for any email we send you.

· Late work will be corrected, but will lose 5 points (out of 100) each day it is late. Period. “My computer died,” “They don’t have my word processor,” “I had a game/practice”…these are bad excuses for late work so don’t use them. Failing to turn in an assignment at all will result in failure in the course.

· Except for quickie response papers/freewrites done in class, all turned in work is to be typed. 

· When you read for class, read carefully.  Read for comprehension, not simply to get through it.  You may have to read a selection several times.  You may need a dictionary next to you.  If you've read the material a couple of times, and have trouble understanding it, come talk to us during office hours.  Reading an assignment for the first time the night before it is due is NOT acceptable---that’s why we usually give it to you at least a week in advance.  Most of this applies to films, too.  Watch carefully; pay attention to details; take notes (we sure will!). We will frequently give quizzes to check for comprehension.

· Read the Syllabus by Week!!  If we are going to discuss a film/reading selection during class, you are expected to have seen the movie/read the selection BEFORE class…DUH.  Punishments for failure to comply will lean toward the medieval.

Reading list
Book List and Other Readings

A Writer’s Reference by Hacker

The Mismeasure of Man 

by Stephen Jay Gould

Essay(s) on Mathematical Proofs+

Essay on Godel+

Essay(s) on Ethnomath+

Essay(s) on Primitology+

Essay(s) on Anthropology+

Essay(s) on Critiques of Science+

Trifles by Susan Glaspell+

Sacred Clowns 

by Tony Hillerman

.Films

Nova:  The Proof

Shown in class. 

Contact

Shown on SLU system

Rashomon

Shown in class.

12 Angry Men

Shown in class.

A Time to Kill

Shown on SLU system.

+These readings will be handed out in class

Grading and Grade Components

Average work will get an average grade: C (75 %).  Our expectations of average are based on the average first year student.  It’s very rare that everyone is above average.  When we first get a paper, we assume it is a C.  If it shines, we will raise the grade appropriately.  If it doesn’t address the assignment in someway, has mechanical or grammatical errors, doesn’t flow well, etc, then we will lower the grade appropriately.  This can’t be said enough: expectations of performance are much higher in college than in high school.

For the purpose of assigning a final course grade, these tasks will be given the following relative weights:

· Rocket Experiment Write-up: 
15 %

· Mystery: 
15 %

· Radio Play: 
10 %

· Science Article Presentation: 
10 %

· Other Writing: 
20 %

· Final Exam: 
10 %

· Portfolio: 
10 %

· Participation and Quizzes
10 %

Failure to complete any one of the above tasks will result in an automatic failure in the class. 

Rocket Experiment Write up*

The Rocket Experiment is a group project. After learning some of the physics of rockets, you will make the appropriate calculations and predictions about the height your rocket will achieve.  Then you will go out and shoot off your rockets and see how well your predictions agree with your measurements.  You will write-up a lab report including your predictions and results in a format given in class which will include the following: cover page, abstract, introduction, theory, procedure, results, analysis, and conclusions. 

Mystery Project*

The Mystery Project is a group assignment and has two parts: written and oral.  

After doing a freewrite on what kind of mystery you’d enjoy, we will put the class into groups of 3-4 based on your interests. Using what we’ve learned about ways of knowing, your job is to develop a mystery whose protagonist(s) have special ways of  knowing which help them solve the mystery.  Before actually writing the mystery, your group will turn in an overview which clearly outlines the mystery and the attributes of your protagonist that enhance their ability to solve the mystery. There will be at least two drafts of the mystery.  If you want to start out with a script rather than a story, feel free to do so---it may make it easier in the long run.  

Next, the group will take the mystery they’ve written and transform it into a radio drama, complete with sound effects (we will be visiting the sound effects library to help you with this).  The groups will perform their mysteries for the entire plenary during the last two weeks of class.  In addition, there will be two rehearsals: one for another group and then one for us.  Since this is a “radio drama,” the performance will be auditory, not visual. 

Science Article Presentation*

You will find a science article that interests you and 3 other articles dealing with the same subject.  You will do a 10 minute presentation on the subject and be prepared to field questions from the class and us.  At least one week prior to your presentation, you will turn in a bibliography and photocopies of your articles. (Suggestions for sources: Science News, Science, Science section of New York Times on Tuesdays (paper version) and on line (electronic version), Popular Science, and Scientific American.)

Other Writing


There will be several short essays assigned in class.  Typically, they will be assigned in Thursday plenary and you will have until the following Tuesday plenary to write them.  You will also being writing a lab report on the scientific method experiment.  We expect you to write a draft for each of these assignments; this draft must be proofread by one of your peers and included (along with the reader’s name) in the portfolio.  

Final Exam*
The final exam will consist of two parts. The first part will be an out of class essay questions.  The second part will be an in class short answer and multiple choice test.  The exam will be comprehensive.  

Portfolio*

You will maintain a portfolio of ALL writing done for this class. This includes ALL drafts and ungraded papers; it does NOT include pop quizzes and class notes. It should also include comments on each piece of writing: what went wrong, what went right, how you might improve.  Comments about grades are not appropriate---this should focus on your writing.  The stronger portfolios have re-written pieces.  The portfolio will be collected at the end of the semester along with a 2-3 page essay evaluating your work as a writer.  It will be evaluated as a single body of work; writing that is not graded at the time of writing will be evaluated as part of the portfolio.  Neatness and organization count.

Participation and Quizzes


You are expected to participate in class.  If we are having a discussion, you need to be positive part of it.  That means speaking up when you have a point, and letting other people have the floor to make their points. The student who doesn’t say a word all semester and the student who monopolizes the conversation will be equally penalized! Doing the readings and the homework assignments on time are also part of participation.  We firmly believe in pop quizzes.  There are no make-up pop quizzes.

Attendance

You are allowed 4 free absences from plenary and seminar combined without it affecting your grade. 3 tardies will be counted as 1 absence. If you enter the room after your name is called in roll, you are tardy.  (It is your responsibility to contact your seminar instructor immediately after class to change an absence to a tardy.)  Gross tardiness is an absence. When you are absent/tardy, be sure to tell your seminar leader why you missed class time.  An absence because of sickness or a game or practice is still an absence; this is why we give you 4—in case you get sick or have a game.  Use your absences wisely!

Once you have accumulated 4 absences, 2.5 points (out of 100) will be deducted from your final grade for each additional absence. 

Absence on a day when mystery presentations are performed (yours or your peers) will count as two absences.  

1999 - 2000 FIRST-YEAR PROGRAM - STATEMENT ON COMMONALITY

The First-Year Program at Saint Lawrence University is designed to provide a solid foundation for liberal learning.  It consists of four integrated components:

· A multidisciplinary and team-taught course inquiring into fundamental and enduring questions of the human experience

· Extensive attention to writing, speaking, and research which emphasizes critical reflection on texts and media

· An enriched advising system

· 
Residential colleges where students might live and learn together, and in this way realize connections between the intellectual, social, political and cultural dimensions of their lives.

FYP COMMON LEARNING EXPERIENCES

1. The First-Year Program sees communication skills - reading, writing, speaking, listening, and research - as integral to all academic inquiry.  The teaching of these skills should permeate every dimension of the program.  (See the FYP Statement of Philosophy and Goals for the Communication Skills Component for further elaboration.)

2. The residential life of FYP colleges is a critical part of the program.  Students, faculty, and staff cooperate in developing colleges as living/learning communities. An environment of mutual responsibility and respect is essential to the work of a university.  Behavior which violates these standards will not be tolerated. Each college will participate in the residential curriculum as agreed upon by the FYP each semester. (See the FYP Statement of Philosophy and Goals of the Residential Component and the FYP Residential Curriculum for further elaboration.)

3.  Faculty will participate in faculty development events as specified each semester.

FYP COMMON COURSE EXPECTATIONS

1.  FYP Attendance and Participation Policy - Since this course is based on the participation of each member of the community, the learning process would suffer from the lack of involvement and participation of its members.  Participation is a central feature of the FYP classroom and the FYP college community.  The development of critical thinking and communication skills requires active participation by all students.  Attendance is expected and will be considered part of class participation.  Each college will account for non-attendance in the semester's evaluation.

2.  FYP Evaluation - Teams should work together to develop and apply consistent criteria of evaluation. 

3. Photocopying - Please observe federal copyright laws in preparing readings.

FALL FYP COMMON WORK LOAD GUIDELINES

Each college will ask its students to complete


1.
A final written assignment integrating the semester's material.


2.
At least three writing projects, each of which include revisions.


3.
At least two oral communication projects, one of which undergoes a process of revision based upon written faculty response and peer response.


4.  
Library research which supports at least one of the written or oral projects.


5.
A portfolio of all written work and a final reflective essay.

Appendix:  glossary of writing words

Key Terms in Essay Questions
1.  Identification Terms - cite, define, enumerate, give, identify, indicate, list, mention, name, state

2.  Description Terms - describe, discuss, review, summarize, diagram, illustrate, sketch, develop, outline, trace

3.  Relation Terms - analyze, compare, contrast, differentiate, distinguish, relate

4.  Demonstration Terms - demonstrate, explain why, justify, prove, show, support

5.  Evaluation Terms - assess, comment, criticize, evaluate, interpret, propose

How to Interpret Some Key Terms and Answer Accordingly

Compare - Look for qualities or characteristics that resemble each other.  Emphasize similarities among them, but in some cases also mention differences.

Contrast - Stress the dissimilarities, differences, or unlikeness of things, qualities, events, or problems.

Criticize - Express your judgment about the merit or truth of the factors or views mentioned.  Give the results of you analysis of these factors, discussing their limitations and good points.

Define - Give concise, clear, and authoritative meanings.  Don’t give details, but make sure to give the limits of the definition.  Show how the thing you are defining differs from things in other classes.

Describe - Recount, characterize, sketch, or relate in sequence or story form.

Diagram - Give a drawing, chart, plan, or graphic answer.  Usually you should label a diagram.  In some cases, add a brief explanation or description.

Discuss - Examine, analyze carefully, and give reasons pro and con.  Be complete, and give details. 

Enumerate - Write in list or outline form, giving points concisely one by one.

Evaluate - Carefully appraise the problem, citing both advantages and limitations. Emphasize the appraisal of authorities and, to a lesser degree, your personal evaluation.

Illustrate - Use a figure, picture, diagram, or concrete example to explain or clarify a problem.

Interpret - Translate, give examples of, solve, or comment on, a subject, usually giving you judgment about it.

Justify - Prove or give reasons for decisions or conclusions, taking pains to be convincing.

List - As in “enumerate,” write an itemized series of concise statements.

Outline - Organize a description under main points and subordinate points, omitting minor details and stressing the arrangement or classification of things.

Prove - Establish that something is true by citing factual evidence or giving a clear logical reasons.

Relate - Show how things are related to, or connected with, each other or how one caused another, correlates with another, or is like another.

Review - Examine a subject critically, analyzing and commenting on the important statements to be made about it.

State - Present the main points in brief, clear sequence, usually omitting details, illustrations, or examples.

Summarize - Give the main points or facts in condensed form, like the summary of a chapter, omitting details and illustrations.

Trace - In narrative form describe progress, development, or historical events from some point of origin.

References:

Millman, Jason and Pauk, Walter.  How to Take Tests  . New York: McGraw-Hill, 1969.

Morgan, Clifford T. and Deese, James.  How to Study .  New York: McGraw-Hill, 1957.
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* Occasionally, plenary will run from 10:10-12:40 --- typically to watch a movie in class or run an experiment.  On these days, there will be no seminar that afternoon.





* A more detailed description will be handed out when the assignment is officially made.











* A more detailed description will be handed out when the assignment is officially made.
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