For French Verb Chart:  
(also read this for general information)

From the master copy, run copies, back to front. 

Students can do one verb on one side of the paper; a different verb on the other side of the paper.

Make an overhead transparency of the chart and project it on your board.  Write the 6 forms on the verb tense in the box on the chart.  Students do the same.

As you add tenses, update all your charts over a period of days.  After the students do one verb/one tense, the others fall into place for them.  (Learning by pattern, association, transfer.)
· You notice that the chart works from Left to Right: Past to Present.

· If you color code the verb endings, students will see that French basically uses 3 sets of endings. (Differences and Similarities)

· Students start to internalize where the “different tenses and moods ‘live’ on the chart.”  It’s like a family living in a large house together in separate rooms.  Charts/diagrams also help with tense sequencing.

· Encourage the kids to color code the stems and endings.  

Usually, when it’s time to update a 2nd or 3rd chart, I ask for volunteers and I throw out dry erase markers (or colored chalk) to the students.   They all come up front to write on the white/chalk board.  One fills in Present, another the future, etc….     I go behind them and vet their verb box on the chart with a check if the box is correct.  We also reference the page number in the back of the book where the verb (or model verb) might be conjugated.   Other students are working at their desks copying the charts, looking for errors, comparing with charts in text.
Then, I ask them to give me 3-5 different forms from the charts, orally.  Then I have them get into groups of two and “phonate” verb forms to each other, orally.  Afterwards, we return to whole class and I pick a couple of students to share forms with us for accountability ans assessment.
Next, I ask them to make up complete sentences, orally, with the various verb forms.  Then I have them get into groups of two and take turns giving each other sentences, orally. Afterwards, we return to whole class and I pick a couple of students to share forms with us for accountability and assessment. 
Next, I ask them to give me questions words in either Spanish or French.  After I collect 8-10 questions words, I ask volunteers to form complete questions for me in the language, orally. Afterwards, we return to whole class and I pick a couple of students to share forms with us for accountability and assessment. 

Next, I have them get into pairs and take turns asking and answering questions with the verbs, orally.   I move around the room, helping with pronunciation and with other questions that they have while creating with these verbs.  Afterwards, we return to whole class and I pick a couple of students to share forms with us for accountability and assessment. 
For Spanish Verb Charts:
(also read previous info about French chart)

Run the INDICATIVE chart back to front on one color of paper.

Run the SUBJUNCTIVE chart back to front on a different color of paper

(I happen to use yellow for indicative; blue for subjunctive.)

You have a page of “Preterite Doors.”   Run a smaller number of those on yet a 3rd different color.

You will have to cut out the “Preterite Doors” into individual pieces.

TAPE the Preterite door over the Present Perfect box on the Indicative chart.

I usually place the tape on the left side of the preterite door and “hinge” it over the Present Perfect.   The Preterite door covers the Present perfect.   You have to “open” the preterite door to see the Present Perfect tense under it.

Some students put the tape at the top of the Preterite door for a “hinge” and have a “garage door” concept.

Encourage students to color code the stems and endings.

Please note practice comments listed under the French section.   
I also have Latin Verb Charts, but they are easier to construct and don’t require “copy masters” like the French and Spanish charts.

Questions?  Contact me:

Bobby Oliver


boliver@ycsd.york.va.us

Grafton High School

Yorktown, Virginia

