AP Spanish Language Course Syllabus

Expectations
1. The students and I will use Spanish almost exclusively in class. This means that students are required to leave English at the door and engage in Spanish conversations for meeting and greeting each other, discussing school events, commenting on the latest news, and so on. The only exception will be student questions and my explanations about more complicated grammar structures.

· Students must realize that I only get them for 50 minutes or so per day, five days per week, and it takes much more than that to become fluent communicators. So, they must take advantage of the little time we have together and not waste it speaking English.

· I find that most of my students are eager to communicate in Spanish and readily participate in this requirement.

· The less confident students sometimes need to be encouraged more, but eventually realize that they aren’t permitted to speak if using English, so they cooperate, and are quite proud of themselves when they do!

· I often start class with questions about world events, school news, college searches, and so on to “get them talking.”

2. Students study and learn material that is equivalent to that of a third-year college course in Spanish language. All instructional materials, activities, assignments, and assessments are appropriate to this level.

· All materials provide students with authentic language with focus on communicating at a more advanced level of Spanish.

· Learning activities will mirror the requirements of the AP Spanish Language Exam. Students will be guided to develop competency in listening and reading comprehension using authentic sources from journals, news, literature, interviews, Podcasts, and more. They will also be required to produce Spanish orally and in writing, both in informal and formal communications.

· Assignments will be varied and may come from our textbooks, online resources, authentic listening and printed news resources (see attached list).

· Students should expect regular assessments that are intended to require them to use more advanced grammar and vocabulary in their language production and comprehension. Many assessments will require students to integrate skills: listening, reading, speaking, and writing. They will often have to cite sources in more formal speaking and writing assessments.

3. Students are expected to use a variety of materials including authentic audio and/or video recordings that develop their listening abilities.

· I distribute a packet (see Fuentes auténticas at end of syllabus) of authentic resources for listening and viewing at the beginning of the school year. Students are required to use these resources outside of class for enrichment and personal enjoyment. Often assignments are made using these authentic communications. I am constantly finding new resources to add to the packet, which is already very extensive.

· Students understand the importance of finding time outside of our class period for more practice with their listening comprehension. When we meet for the first time I stress the importance of constant exposure to authentic audio and/or video resources outside of class. This needs to be a priority if they truly want to improve their ability to understand Spanish speakers from various cultures.

· At least one day in every seven or so is spent on listening comprehension activities in class. Many of these are short and long dialogues and narratives from AP Spanish: Preparing for the Language Examination. Others are newscasts or interviews about a controversial topic or related to a reading from Abriendo paso: lectura.  

4. Students will also use a wide range of instructional materials that include authentic written texts, such as newspaper and magazine articles, literary texts, and other nontechnical writings that develop students' reading abilities. 

· Besides using Abriendo paso: lectura for literature and AP Spanish: Preparing for the Language Examination, for literary excerpts and selected sources for formal writing and speaking, I make Web sites for authentic newspapers, journals, and magazines available for reading comprehension.

· I believe that it is also important for them to be able to read and understand advertisements, interpret airline schedules, navigate and understand content at Web sites, job applications, and so on in Spanish. I encourage students to be able to read as they do in English: all types of written authentic language.

· I have found that LexusNexus is a great source for easy access to authentic news sources in various target language countries.

5. Students will have regular opportunities in class to develop their speaking skills in a variety of settings, types of discourse, topics, and registers.

· As stated earlier, beginning with the normal chatter of entering the classroom, all communication will be conducted in Spanish. 

· Students will be presented with regular simulated and authentic conversational topics with which to refine their informal speaking skills.

· Once or twice a year we arrange a get together in a local Mexican restaurant for the purpose of an informal gathering where students and I can just eat and converse together in a relaxed atmosphere outside of the classroom setting. 

· Students will also be required to present “how to” speeches, conduct interviews with Spanish speakers, present formal speeches on topics of interest, and discuss their personal opinions and reactions to various authentic readings and audio sources.

· I also expose students to variety of Spanish accents and registers; I require them to visualize themselves in various Spanish speaking countries and provide audio files for various accents and registers, then requiring them to “simulate” this setting for our conversations. It’s pretty tough for them to push ustedes aside and resort to vosotros; however, listening to dialogues or interviews, exchanging correspondence, or even a trip to España (such as I led with students last summer) quickly illustrates the importance of being aware of these differences in communication.

· Students will also use various literary and audio sources for voicing comparisons, explanations, summaries, inferences, and the like, using higher-order thinking skills and performance verbs from Bloom.

6. Students will receive instruction on and have frequent opportunities to write a variety of compositions in Spanish.
· I require formal writing such as film reviews, narrations about world events, reactions and personal commentaries about topics presented in AP Spanish: Preparing for the Language Examination for synthesizing and integrating skills, and the like.
· I also encourage journal writing and have “borrowed” journal topics presented by Ken Stewart from the AP Spanish Language Web site. Students enjoy shorter writings (10 to 15 minutes) such as these, and it gives them the opportunity to use a wide variety of vocabulary and grammar structures, depending on the topic. I sometimes collect them; other times students share and peer edit their journals.

· Early in the year I teach students a very thorough listing of different types of expressions for introducing a topic, adding a contrasting point of view, connecting ideas, drawing conclusions, summarizing, and so on. I have added to that a handout of expressions to use in citing sources (La fuente oral nos explica, según la primera fuente escrita, etc). Students reference these materials often before writing in class.

7. Students should expect to have frequent opportunities to integrate the four language skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) through the use of authentic materials.
· With the changes in the 2007 exam I have worked hard to provide more materials with which students can use the four skills for various purposes, including formal writing and speaking from AP Spanish: Preparing for the Language Examination.
· I use various Internet resources for helping me to supplement and vary the kind of integrated resources I present to my students. For example, a digital interview with Maná about the environment, their song «Dónde jugarán los niños?», a reading about the issue of protecting our environment: Maná lucha por educación ecológica. Students then write a formal composition in which they cite information from the audio and written sources, while also giving their own personal reactions to the texts. To get them writing I may ask a question such as: ¿Por qué se puede decir que Maná hace más que entretener al público?
· It is important that my students realize that integrating skills is not just an expectation for the AP Spanish Language Exam, but a necessary daily life application in communication. I point out how they do this on a daily basis in various aspects of their life. This makes them more comfortable with what would be otherwise a daunting task for them as fifth year Spanish students.
Summer Grammar Review 

I meet with the students signed up for AP Spanish Language in mid May to explain summer expectations for preparation for the course. In my first two years of teaching AP Spanish Language I gave summer reading to my students, which was based on our Lectura text. However, I soon realized that some students would fail to read the assigned work, or would become discouraged and give up. Rather than reading I decided to give grammar review exercises that students have to have ready to turn in to me on the first day of classes. I sign out their grammar texts to them, Abriendo paso: gramática, which they use for this purpose. They get a handout with a variety of verb practices in the indicative mood and  problem area activities such as: ser vs estar, por vs para, preterite vs imperfect, position of adjectives for special meanings, etc. This has been very successful. When they are collected, I check that the students completed the necessary work, give them an answer key to check their work over the weekend, and then I take a day in class to address problem areas or special questions. The benefit of this summer work is that I do not have to spend time in AP Spanish going over elementary structures. Instead I start the year’s instruction with more advanced material, focusing on themes and skills for communication according to Abriendo paso: gramática. I also find it helpful to have the students bring the grammar text whenever doing fill-ins (both with root words and without) from AP Spanish: Preparing for the Language Examination. I can direct students to certain pages, Unidades, Etapas, Pasos, etc., as I explain grammar that they missed and answer their questions. I had out post-it notes routinely for students to mark certain pages that we often reference in the Gramática text. This works very well!

Structure of the Course and Teaching Strategies

During the first three weeks:

Course Introduction 

After the summer reading review I explain the structure of the course and the expectations outlined above. I also stress the importance of each student’s dedication to “raising the bar” for himself/herself all year. I also introduce the students to our other textbooks and materials, how to use them, and I explain how each will play a part in their quest for Spanish competency. The following sections outline other necessary beginning procedures and explanations to help students understand what will be expected.

Format of the AP Spanish Language Exam

I explain the format of the AP exam and what the students will have to show regarding the four skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing. I typically reserve one full class period for explaining each skill and for providing students with helpful notes and handouts for reference as they strive to become proficient in each skill and on each section of the exam. Of course, I add to these as the year progresses; this is just a beginning.

My AP Spanish Language Web Site:

Using the laptops and desktop computers housed in my classroom, I instruct students about how to use the resources on my Web site for their learning and intervention. I post notes, many activities, practice quizzes, and interesting cultural resources on my site to support student learning.

The Language and Culture Log Sheet Packet:

I require students to complete four outside culture and language activities per semester both for independent growth according to personal interests and also to make important cultural connections and comparisons. Students may view Spanish language films, read a selected piece of literature, view art exhibitions, prepare a meal from a Spanish-speaking country, research a cultural topic of personal interest, and more. Students must attach the necessary documentation (summaries, CDs, etc.)  according to my guidelines, in Spanish and submit all to me by the required date each semester.

Approach to Teaching Grammar and Vocabulary 

Although I hope to always cover grammar and vocabulary in the context of what we are studying, sometimes it is necessary to just teach or explain a particular grammar point or thematic vocabulary. Sometime during the first two weeks of school I survey the students to find out what their needs are and where they feel weak in order to decide how to approach this. It is my hope that each Spanish IV teacher has taught all grammar required at that level. In the past, however, I have discovered that some students did not learn the past subjunctive, if clauses, conjunctions requiring the subjunctive, negative antecedents, and so on. It is my job to assess where the students are and how to get them to where we need to be. I also point out helpful Appendices (such as which prepositions are used after certain verbs before other verbs or nouns) in their AP Spanish: Preparing for the Language Examination and also in the Abriendo paso: gramática texts. They need to know that these resources are available to them from the beginning.
Formal and Informal Writing Rubrics and Grading

I hand out the AP Spanish Language Rubrics used in evaluating their exams and teach the students how to use them. I believe that this is very important at the beginning of the year so that they can become used to them and learn to correctly score their own work.  I use past student writing samples from the actual AP exams from the previous year and from being an AP Spanish Language Exam Reader. I explain that all compositions will be done in class simulating the test environment. I then collect and code the compositions (See Abreviaturas listing at end of syllabus), assign preliminary rubric grades, hand them back for editing and revising, and then require students to assign themselves a rubric score next to my preliminary score before handing them back in for my final rubric score. It’s interesting that students are usually much harder on themselves than I am! I require the students to rewrite their compositions and to turn in the first copy, as well. Students with fewer errors are permitted to just correct the original copy. It is so gratifying to see how this process helps students to improve their written communication. It is a lot of work for me (grading twice), but the results are worth it! For the purpose of grading, I usually assign 100 points per composition, calculating points as per the average of the two rubric scores (preliminary and final). I follow our high school required grading policy for calculating letter grades. 

Formal and Informal Speaking and Rubrics

The procedure for assessing informal and formal speaking is similar. However, students’ speaking confidence and proficiency are slower to develop, so at first I just write comments for students after listening to their electronically recorded speaking (using Audacity). I give each student a sheet with my observations and require them to listen to their speaking files while reading my comments. They have access to their files on the server where I have created a work group for this purpose. It’s much easier than using tapes, carrying them around, etc. Students can listen to their past recordings as often as they like.

Emphasis on Integrated Skills

The first few compositions and formal oral recordings will be done without much emphasis on integrated skills. We will look at organization, grammar, connecting phrases, pronunciation, etc. Students will be told up front that with the third formal writing we will begin to focus on integrated skills. The same will happen with formal speaking when the students are ready. I will ease them into this process by first conducting whole class interpretation and sharing of the important points of oral and written sources, followed by the same in groups of two or three, and then finally requiring students to do so independently. This process will teach them how to focus and decide the main points of the authentic sources without having to understand every word. 

Introduction to Abriendo paso: lectura
I start the year with the reading of El décimo from Abriendo paso: lectura. This first reading is done as a diagnostic to help me assess student reading comprehension strengths and weaknesses. The readings in AP Spanish: Preparing for the Language Examination are considerably harder, I believe, and prefer to start with something that boosts students’ confidence. Students enjoy this story, which we also use to build vocabulary, for understanding certain grammar structures, and for discussion. I usually accompany each reading in Abriendo paso: lectura with a writing prompt, as well, for a short assessment. One example topic is «La separación» from Un oso y un amor.

Vocabulary Building and Assessment

When I test the target vocabulary for mastery (decided as a group) from each reading or from thematic lists in the Appendix of AP Spanish: Preparing for the Language Examination, I give students two options: 

1) To take my test, which is filling in blanks with the vocabulary, also conjugating verbs correctly to fit blanks, agreeing adjectives, adding articles where necessary with nouns, etc. They must comprehend my sentences and write the words correctly in spelling and grammar (two skills).

2) To make up original sentences targeting the grammar in focus at that time, and using more advanced compound structures. They can also write a story or narration to include the vocabulary. I do grade these for grammatical correctness, as well. I love reading my students’ creative work!

The two options provide for a differentiated learning experience. Some students tell me that they learn better if they have to compose sentences. Others prefer my tests. Most students will alternate using both, depending on the target vocabulary. The important thing is that students are using the vocabulary in context, and that they have had many options to use the vocabulary prior to the assessment.

Week Four Continuing Through First Semester:

I intend to have students work on all skills each week, although sometimes when reading a story I may add other listening and or reading activities that relate to the story from the authentic resources I have discussed, which may add to the time needed for the reading lesson and take away from time planned for practice activities from AP Spanish: Preparing for the Language Examination. Examples include: Interviews and articles about the authors or the topics from the reading, related current events, narratives and articles from journals, and so on. I tend to use a varied approach, letting student needs guide instruction. I typically organize my lesson plans to include:

· Two readings per month from Abriendo paso: lectura, integrating skills as much as possible, assessing vocabulary, providing discussions, and assessing reading comprehension in various ways, often with writing prompts.

· Weekly listening comprehension activities in AP Spanish: Preparing for the Language Examination. Students learn to take notes while listening to longer dialogues and narratives and how to approach the multiple choice comprehension activities.
· Weekly fill-in activities with and without root words in AP Spanish: Preparing for the Language Examination. I start students out doing the fill-ins without root words as a whole class activity, then in small groups, then in pairs, and finally independently.
· Formal and informal writing every two to three weeks according to the explanations above and using AP Spanish: Preparing for the Language Examination for audio and reading sources to cite with integrated skills. As stated earlier, I also provide a listing of helpful terms for citing sources.
· Formal speaking presentations every two weeks using activities in AP Spanish: Preparing for the Language Examination. Again, students are “eased” into building confidence in understanding and citing sources.
· Constant informal speaking daily in class!!! I use roll play activities, simulated conversations, inside and outside circular discussions with speaking prompts.

· Recording student speaking and offering substantive feedback every two to three weeks.

· Grammar instruction, drills, homework, and assessment, as grammar issues surface from fill-ins and writing. This will be done using many of my own authentic materials and many other sources that I have found, such as:

· Abriendo paso: gramática

· http://www.studyspanish.com
· http://www.colby.edu/%7Ebknelson/exercises/index.html
· http://www.indiana.edu/~call/
· http://www.trinity.edu/mstroud/grammar/index.html
· http://www.lingolex.com/spanish.htm
· http://www.rae.es/ 

· http://www.quia.com
· http://www.cervantes.es/portada_b.htm
· An in depth approach to reviewing the subjunctive mood and tenses with all uses. This will begin in late November and spread over several weeks as we continue with developing more advanced speaking and writing skills. I find this necessary because students always get much more competency with subjunctive after this focus. As I write this syllabus we are finishing up Unidad VI in Abriendo paso: gramática and students are really understanding and doing so much better at using the subjunctive in writing, speaking, and grammar fill-ins in AP Spanish: Preparing for the Language Examination.
First Semester Exam:

· I require that students take a modified exam that is organized like the AP Spanish Language Exam.

· Students are also required to conduct an oral interview with a native Spanish speaker. They must come up with very advanced questions, using a variety of grammar and vocabulary and take notes during the interview. I then ask them to write a summary of the responses to their questions and to turn them both in for a grade. 

Second Semester through the AP Spanish Language Exam:

I continue to help students strive for proficiency with the procedures established during the first semester. However, there are some appropriate changes:

· Less focus on grammar, since it was covered so thoroughly during the first part of the year. It will be covered on an as needed basis, stemming from problems encountered with work in AP Spanish: Preparing for the Language Examination, their compositions, oral presentations, and literary readings.

· Much more focus on integrated skills in both formal writing and formal oral presentations, with continued emphasis on development and organization, use of rich vocabulary, good control of elementary structures, a variety of advanced structures, and appropriately citing sources.

· There is more emphasis on peer editing of written compositions and peer consultation for student recorded oral texts. This is to provide for more frequent informal and formal speaking practice with integrated skills.

· Formal writing is no longer coded; mistakes are underlined or highlighted and students must determine what changes are to be made without my codes. The purpose is to make the students rely on themselves more and to offer more frequent, yet manageable formal and informal writing.

During OGT (delayed start for tenth grade proficiency tests) week in March:

Students come to school early and take an entire AP Language Practice Exam in the same time frame as the real exam. I grade all parts of the exam, offer feedback, and we review, identifying individual problem areas. Special focus is given to students’ individual needs as we continue through the weeks prior to the May exam.  

Textbooks 
Díaz, José M. and Gilda Nissenberg. Advanced Placement Spanish: Preparing for the                

     Language Examination . Third Edition White Plains, New York: Prentice Hall 2006.

Díaz, José M. and Stephen Collins. Abriendo paso: cultura (and ancillaries) 

     Needham, Massachusetts: Pearson/Prentice Hall 2000.

Díaz, José M. and Stephen Collins. Abriendo paso: lectura (and ancillaries) 

     Needham, Massachusetts: Pearson/Prentice Hall 2000.

Fuentes Auténticas

Digital Media Archive    http://larcnet.sdsu.edu/tech.php?page=dma
ABC News (in Spanish) www.abc.com

Authentic Listening Resources
http://colombia.indymedia.org/news/2005/06/27626.php
http://www.radioformula.com 
http://spanlang.stanford.edu/second_year/interpretive12.html


 HYPERLINK "http://www.radionizkor.org/espana/" \t "_blank" 
http://www.radionizkor.org/espana/


 HYPERLINK "http://www.radionizkor.org/arg/" \t "_blank" 
http://www.radionizkor.org/arg/


 HYPERLINK "http://www.fire.or.cr/audios.htm" \t "_blank" 
http://www.fire.or.cr/audios.htm


 HYPERLINK "http://www.univision.com" \t "_blank" 
http://www.univision.com


 HYPERLINK "http://www.unicef.org/spanish/videoaudio/video_radio.html" \t "_blank" 
http://www.unicef.org/spanish/videoaudio/video_radio.html


 HYPERLINK "http://audio.urcm.net/" \t "_blank" 
http://audio.urcm.net/
Spanish Audio Gazette http://lab.chass.utoronto.ca/rescentre/spanish/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/spanish/programmes/programmes_2/?focuswin -- BBC programs
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/spanish/programmes/estudio_834/ --BBC Estudio 834
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/listening/question1/ - BBC Better@Listening
http://www.studyspanish.com/comps/index.htm - Study Spanish Cultural Notes
http://203.15.102.140/news/languageGroup/lgCurDisp.php3?vlang=Spanish - Broadcasting in Spanish from Australia

TV
Live TV  International

El sitio http://wwitv.com/portal.htm ofrece enlaces a cientos de canales de tele que tienen "streaming video" sobre el Internet.  También hay enlaces a sus sitios.

www.tve.es  Live and archived television from Spain.

www.euronews.net
  Video and text cover world news from a European
perspective in a choice of seven languages, including Spanish
www.nettvdb.com Links to over 1000 Internet TV stations from 108 
Countries.

Radio
Broadcast options from throughout the Spanish-speaking world: http://www2.jonction.net/~kairyv/radio/index.htm

Broadcasts from Mexico: http://www.mexicoradiotv.com/live.htm

Radio Mitre (Argentina)

www.tve.es  Live and archived radio from Spain on six different stations.

www.cadenaser.com    Live and archived radio from Spain.

www.elcastellano.org/radios.html   A very complete list of Spanish Language radio stations indexed by country.

www.comfm.com  Links to thousands of radio and television stations from around the world.

Radio Naciones Unidas http://www.un.org/radio/es/

BBC Languages

Ecos Magazine
http://www.ecos-online.de/audio/
ECOS online es la pagina web de la revista ECOS de España y Latinoamérica,  publicada por la editorial Spotlight en Munich, Alemania. 

Guisando.org 
www.guisando.org/podcast/index.php 

El primer podcast de recetas en castellano. Un programa quincenal donde se comenta la elaboración de un par de platos fáciles y sencillos.

Above sites adapted from a site by GUSTAVO FARES, Ph.D.
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ABREVIATURAS PARA LA REDACCIÓN DE TRABAJOS ESCRITOS

	
	Ortografía:

	ac
	Falta el acento o acento mal puesto 

	may
	Letra mayúscula

	min
	Letra minúscula

	ort
	Ortografía 

	pun
	Puntuación equivocada, necesidad de puntuación

	t
	Tilde

	
	Gramática:

	adj
	Se requiere un adjetivo

	adv
	Se requiere un adverbio

	a-p
	Se requiere (o no) la «a» personal 

	art
	Artículo equivocado, omitido, o no necesario 

	con
	Falta de concordancia (e.g., sustantivo-adjetivo)  

	fam
	Se ha de emplear la forma familiar

	form
	Se ha de emplear la forma formal

	frag
	Fragmento 

	od
	Se requiere el objeto directo 

	oi
	Se requiere el objeto indirecto

	op
	Orden de palabras equivocado 

	p/p
	Uso equivocado de por-para 

	pl
	Forma plural incorrecta 

	p/i
	El pretérito versus el imperfecto

	prep
	Preposición equivocada, omitida o no necesaria 

	pron
	Pronombre equivocado, omitido o no necesario 

	s
	Se requiere un sustantivo

	s/e
	Uso equivocado de ser-estar 

	vf
	Forma equivocada del verbo 

	vis
	Verbo incorrecto, significado

	vm
	Modo verbal equivocado 

	vt
	Tiempo verbal equivocado 

	
	Dicción/ estilística:

	ang
	Palabra o construcción inglesa/anglicismo 

	voc
	Palabra no apropiada o equivocada; Use el diccionario

	
	

	
	Misceláneo:

	*
	¡excelente!  

	?
	Significado oscuro 

	^
	Insertar; falta algo 

	log
	Lógica defectuosa 

	x
	Omitir o pensar en omitir 


