Course overview: AP Spanish Language

This course is the most advanced course in Spanish language at our school. By definition, this course is designed to be the equivalent of a fifth or sixth semester course at the college level. Students should expect to be constantly practicing their speaking, reading, writing, and listening skills in the Spanish language. In order to achieve these goals, this course will be conducted entirely in Spanish and students will be expected to communicate in Spanish with the teacher and other students. Students will be accountable for this commitment through their monthly class participation grades (please see appendix a- rubric). 

The course is designed to expose students to a variety of sources, many of which are authentic and current. We will also study traditional literature and conduct a thorough grammar review. Students should expect to participate in regular speaking activities both in class and in the language lab. These activities will involve small group work and full class discussions. Students will participate in a related listening activity from an authentic source at least once per week. A.P. Spanish language students will begin a journal as summer work before the year that they are enrolled in this course. (please see appendix b) They will continue to write in this journal throughout the entire year. The journal will require weekly writing in Spanish on a variety of topics. The prompts have been designed to practice both formal and informal writing and will require students to integrate varied sources (both aural and written).  The journals will be collected bi-weekly and students will have an opportunity to revise their writing. (please see appendix c –rubric)
The course units are designed loosely around a controversial topic each month. These topics are chosen to encourage individual expression of opinions and to encourage participation and involvement on the part of the student. With each monthly unit designed to treat a broad debatable topic, the particular readings, listening selections, movies, writing prompts, vocabulary, and grammar review topics have been chosen to connect with these topics whenever possible Students will be expected to participate fully in all class discussions and small group activities as part of the course requirement. Students will practice their language skills, using the format of the AP test within each unit.  Regular assessments will include the students’ participation in these activities, formal written quizzes, journals (writing in a variety of settings), as well as assessments in the language lab.  

All students enrolled in this course will be required to take the AP Spanish Language exam in May. 
 Required summer work –please see appendix b
Primary texts and sources:

Abriendo Paso, Lectura ( José Díaz and Stephen Collins, copyright 2000 by Heinle and Heinle) :  This text was chosen to expose students to a variety of writing styles, countries of origins, and topics in Spanish. The text also offers many pre and post reading activities to improve students’ analytical reading ability and their ability to use context clues to enhance their comprehension.
Triángulo: A Propósito ( Barbara Gatski and John McMullen, copyright 2006 by Wayside Publishing): Through this text, students will continue to expand their vocabulary in Spanish. Students will practice their speaking, listening, writing and reading skills through the development for this vocabulary.  The activities in this text are specifically designed to practice the format of the newly revised 2007 AP Spanish language exam. 
Spanish Three Years, Review Text (Stephen Levy and Robert Nassi, copyright 1988 by AMSCO School Publications, Inc.). We will conduct a general review of several major grammar points and other topics as deemed necessary by the instructor and students. 
Authentik en español: ( 27 Westland Square, Dublin 2, Ireland, Delta Systems): Students will receive (through a grant written by the teacher) their individual copy of CD and magazine 5 times per year. We will use this magazine to practice listening skills both at home and in class. Students will be asked to listen, read, report, and discuss various current topics presented. These topics will be related to the unit themes whenever possible. 

Secondary Sources:

Conversación y controversía: Tópicos de hoy y de siempre: (Irrilo, Díaz, and Hale, copyright 2004 by Pearson Education, Inc) –selected essays.
Español en Vivo: Conversations with Native Speakers: (Piñar, copyright 2005 Yale University), selected interviews. 

Nuevos Horizantes: ( (University of Illinois, Urbana, IL), selected radio programs and audio excerpts.
Barron’s AP Spanish 2007: (Springer, copyright 2006), selected practice tests.

People en español: selected articles.

Selecciones, Reader’s Digest, Latino USA: selected articles.

Valencia Mes a Més: (summer, 2004): selected article
Movies in Spanish: Including, but not limited to:

 The Official Story
Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown
Motorcyle Diaries.

Internet sources in Spanish, including, but not limited to:

http://www.terra.com/ (current news articles of interest)
http://www.quia.com/pages/etespanol.html (teacher class page)

http://www.virtourist.com/europe/valencia/ (information about Valencia)

http://www.terra.com/musica/especiales/juanes/entrevista.html  (Juanes interview) 

http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/Podcasting/ (David Puente podcasts en español)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/songs/enrique/index.shtml (bbc listening actvities with music)

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/spanish/news/ (bbc news in Spanish)

http://www.lamusica.com/juanes_interview05.html (more Juanes inteerviews)

http://amediavoz.com/mediavoz.htm (poetry)

http://ola.yabla.com/ (miscellaneous listening activities)

Music: Latin music listening activities and discussions of lyrics will supplement other discussions. We will study songs by various artists who will include, but not be limited to:
Juanes, Rosario, David Bisbal, Natalia y la Forquetina, Buena Vista Social Club, Paulina Rubio, Shakira, Enrique Iglesias, Chambao, Ricky Martin, Albita, Silvio Rodríguez,  Cristian Castro, Oreja de Van Gogh, Carlos Vives, Ricky Martin, Marc Anthony, Jarabe de Palo, Olga Tañón, and Bebe.
Destinos: finish series started in Spanish 4; episodes 27-52
Units of Study:

August:
· Review of summer reading/journals
September/ October

Tema: Ayer, Hoy, y Mañana
Sources:

· “Un día normal” –canción de Juanes

· “Sueños”-canción de Juanes

· “People en Español”- “Una nueva estación” por Peter Castro

· Conversación y Controversia –Iorillo, Díaz y Hale – chapter 7 “Pasado, presente, y futuro”

· “El décimo” short story by Emilia Pardo Bazán

· “Authentik” –issue # 1

· Grammar- Spanish 3 years chapters 1, 2, 3, 4

Practice:

· In class speaking/ informal and organized activities

· Listening comprehension (A.P. format)

· Reading Comprehension (A.P. format)

Assessments:

· Tests, quizzes (written and in lab)
· Journal writing (weekly) –sample assignments
· Escribe un ensayo que explica la importancia de la cuestión del “libre albedrío” y el destino predeterminado para la gente de hoy. Usa algunas referencias a dos fuentes que hemos leído o escuchado en la clase para explicar el fenómeno de la importancia de estos conceptos.

· Encuentra una canción que te gusta (en español) y escribe una nota informal a la profesora que le convence que es una canción bonita y apropiada para la clase de español A.P. lengua.

· ¿Con cuál de estas oraciones estás más de acuerdo y por qué?

a) “El pasado es el tiempo más importante porque se puede aprender de él.

b) “Es necesario vivir en el presente pensando siempre en el futuro porque hoy es el pasado de mañana.” 

· Class participation (see course description reference)
November:

Tema: La identidad: el hombre y la mujer

Sources:

· “People en Español” –

· “Malo”, -canción de Bebe

· Varias canciónes de Juanes, Albita y Olga Tañón

· Conversación y Controversia –chapter 4 “La popularidad: hombres y mujeres”

· “Emma Zunz” short story by Jorge Luis Borges

· “La CIM: Paladín de los derechos de la mujer”-short story by Linda J. Poole

· “Authentik”- issue #2

· Grammar –Spanish 3 years chapters 5, 6, 7, 10

· Triángulo: chapter 9- El Prójimo

Practice:

· In class speaking/ informal and organized activities

· Listening comprehension (A.P. format)

· Reading Comprehension (A.P. format)

Assessments:

· Tests, quizzes (written and lab)
· Journal writing (weekly), sample assignments:
· Véte al sitio de abc news y escucha las noticias. Escoge una de las noticias y explica por qué es importante en el mundo de hoy. Haz unas referencias específicas a  las noticias de David Puente y una fuente más que has leído o escuchado.

http://a.media.abcnews.com/podcasts/060914exclusiva_spa.mp3
· Encuentra una canción de amor en español y explica por qué te gusta tanto en un e-mail a un amigo ¡en español, por supuesto!
· Citando por lo menos dos fuentes distintas de la clase de español, explica tu perspectiva sobre “la batalla de los sexos.”  
· Class participation (see course description reference)
December: 

Tema: Los derechos humanos
Sources:
· “La Historia de Juan”-canción de Juanes
· “People en español”-

· Conversación y controversia –chapters 8 and 9 –El aborto y La eutanasia

· “Me llamo Rigoberta Menchú y así me nació la conciencia” –segments

· “Authentik” –issue #2

· Grammar –Spanish 3 years –chapters 13, 14, 19

· Triángulo: chapter 10 De todo un Poco

Practice:

· In class speaking/ informal and organized activities

· Listening comprehension (A.P. format)

· Reading Comprehension (A.P. format)

Assessments:

· Tests, quizzes (written and lab)
· Journal writing (weekly)

· Usando 2 de los artículos de Authentik (p. 10 -13) y  2 de los tres extractos auditivos (pistas 10, 11, 12), escribe un comentario sobre los inmigrantes y su identidad en una cultura nueva.  ¿Crees que deban tener el derecho de votar? ¿Por qué o por qué no? ¿Por qué es importante en su identidad?
· Citando las entrevistas con Juanes y Mónica Godoy y una fuente más, explica en que existe la identidad de Juanes. ¿Cómo es que su propia identidad afecta su música/ su vida? ¿Hay una conexión entre su identidad y su opinión sobre los derecho humanos
· Haz su propio investigación: Escoge un/ a artista del mundo hispano. Explica como su vida personal afecta su trabajo. Cita por lo menos una fuente investigativa y una fuente que explica la obra del/ la artista.  
· Class participation (see course description reference)
January- A.P. exam practice tests

· “El Tribunal de Las Aguas”



· Citando el artículo del Tribunal de Las Aguas y otra fuente, haz una comparación entre los dos.  ¿Qué podemos aprender de la cultura de España  y de otros países por estos tipos de tradiciones?  
· mid-year exam-format of A.P. in several sections ( abbreviated format –listening, writing-formal, speaking-informal, reading comprehension)
· synthesis of various sources in reading, listening, for writing and speaking segments

· grammar Amsco Spanish 3 Years chapters 8,9,12

February:

Tema: El terrorismo

Sources:

· “Qué pasa”, “Rosario Tijeras” –canciónes de Juanes

· “People en español” o algo corriente de abc news 

· Conversación y controversia –chapter 5 –El terrorismo

· “Espuma y Nada Más” –short story by Hernando Téllez

· “Authentik” –issue #3

· Grammar –modismos, chapter 20 –prepositions

· Triángulo: chapter 4: El Turismo

Practice:

· In class speaking/ informal and organized activities

· Listening comprehension (A.P. format)

· Reading Comprehension (A.P. format)

Assessments:

· Tests, quizzes (written and lab) 
· Journal writing (weekly)

· Usando  tres fuentes: Espuma y Nada Más, Un Día de Estos, y El Terrorismo, escojan 2 personajes y hagan una comparación de sus personalidades. Expliquen  como son psicológicamente y si son asesinos/terroristas o mártires / héroes o ninguno de estos. ¿Por qué o por qué no?
· Cuál es tu cuento/ artículo favorito que hemos leído este año? ¿Por qué?
· Class participation (see course description reference)
March:

Tema: La realidad y la fantasía

· Canciones 

· Conversación y controversía –El científico y el artista –chapter 1

· “Casa Tomada” –short story by Julio Cortazar

· El crimen perfecto –short story by Anderson Imbert

· Los dos Reyes y los dos Laberintos –short story by Jorge Luis Borges

· Authentik –issue # 4

· Grammar- Spanish 3 years –chapters 15, 16, 17

· Triángulo: chapter 5: El Ocio

Practice:

· In class speaking/ informal and organized activities

· Listening comprehension (A.P. format)

· Reading Comprehension (A.P. format)

Assessments:

· Tests, quizzes (written and lab)
· Journal writing (weekly)

· ¿Cómo crea la realidad y la fantasía uno de los autores que hemos leído: Cortázar, Borges, Anderson-Imbert? ¿Cuáles son los elementos más importantes en su literatura en tu opinión? ¿Por qué?
· Class participation (see course description reference)
April

Tema: La salud y la medicina

· Canciones variadas

· Conversación y Controversia –chapter 11

· Noticias corrientes de abc news, “People en Español”

· “Nosotros, no”  –short story by José Bernardo Adolph

· “El árbol de Oro” short story by Ana Maria Matute

· “Authentik”-issue #4

· Grammar: Spanish Three Years, chapters 18, 25, 27

· Triángulo: chapter 2: La salud

· In class speaking/ informal and organized activities

· Listening comprehension (A.P. format)

· Reading Comprehension (A.P. format)

Assessments:

· Tests, quizzes (written and lab)
· Journal writing (weekly)

· Escribe un ensayo que se enfoca en algunos remedios para los problemas del medio ambiente. Haz referencias a unas fuentes que hemos leído o escuchado (por lo menos dos) en la clase.
· Usando la revista Authentik de abril, un artículo y unos auditivos,  explica tu opinión sobre un problemático de la salud. Usa dos de las fuentes, mínimo, y explica una posible resolución al problema que identificas.
· Class participation (see course description reference)
May

· Skills review as necessary

· Practice tests

· Grammar

· La Historia Oficial

· Mujeres al Borde

· Los diarios de las Motocicletas

Appendix a- class participation rubric

	
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Infrequently Meets Expectations

	Participation


	Participates very frequently without prompting; engages teacher and classmates in conversation in Spanish;  attempts to go beyond answering a mere question.

8
	Participates frequently; raises hand frequently to answer questions; Participation may be limited to answering questions; cooperative in group activities; is attentive and focused.

7-6
	Participates on occasion on only when called on; Frequently not attentive or focused on class work; Needs to be reminded to focus on group/paired activities; distractive and negatively affects other’s ability to participate.

5-4-3

	Pronunciation
	For this level, sounds like a native speaker.

6
	Good accent or occasional problems.  Effort to sound native is evident.

5-4
	Accent sound too much like English; only occasionally shows effort to sound native.

3-2

	Attitude
	Model behavior and attitude.  Consistently positive and prepared.  Shows utmost respect for everyone, everything and every class activity.

6
	Usually positive with occasional lapses; Usually prepared with occasional lapses.  

5
	Frequently unprepared for class; homework rarely completed; does not know what is expected (e.g. does not know there was homework due/quiz expected, etc.)  Tendency to negative attitude.

4-3-2


Appendix b-

Required Summer Work




A.P. Spanish Language

¡Hola, amigos! According to our records you have signed up for A.P. Spanish for next year (2007-2008). As you probably know, there will be some required work for you during the summer months. My goal for you is that you do not lose any ground over the summer (due to the forgetting/ not hearing Spanish factor), so that we can start the year with everybody’s skills being well- tuned and ready to go.  There are some major changes in the works for the A.P. exam for next year; I will be learning more about them over the summer when I take a course. However, you should expect that we will continue to work on all four skills: speaking, reading, writing, and listening. While the test is changing, you will still be expected to perform all four skills at a highly competent level. You will learn more about the exam as the year unfolds. 

 With these areas in mind, I am asking you to have weekly contact with Spanish.  
There are eight weeks in the summer. I would like you to do the following activities on a weekly basis…

A) Read a short in Spanish. You should try to spread this out over the summer. Do not leave it until the end of the summer. The purpose of this assignment is to maintain contact with the language. You will also need to read, watch, and listen in order to write in your journal.  Please choose your book before the end of the school year and check it with me. 

A. Choose your book before the end of the school year and check it with me, please.

You have the choice of two short novels in Spanish:

· La Casa en Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros
· Batallas en el desierto by José Emilio Pacheco
Both are available on Amazon.com, but may take a while to ship, please order your choice NOW!
B) 
Keep a journal (please purchase either a single spiral or composition book-you will use this during the year as well –no loose pages!). Please write once a week in Spanish.  Please write at least 3 times about what you are reading in Spanish. You may have two entries that are about any appropriate topic of your choice (they do not have to be related to Spanish). Your other entries will be about your other immersion experiences (see part C below). Please skip lines and write approximately 200 words each time. Pay attention to agreement, verbs, vocabulary, and the subjunctive. Don’t forget I have lots of helpful hand outs on my web site (www.quia.com/pages/etespanol.html ).  You will have a total of at least 8 journal entries:

· No more than 2 of a personal nature

· At least 3 about what you are reading

· Choose the other topics for entries from the listening, speaking activities you are completing

C) Watch Spanish language television, find a native speaker and converse, listen to the radio, or even listen to ‘música latina’  –2x week (about 30 minutes each time). In out town, the Spanish channels are 17 and 21. You can also find radio, news, video online. Here are some useful sites: XM satellite radio has a few stations too.

www.topradio.es
www.los40.com
 (top 40 hits)

www.rtve.es
  (tv page)

www.telemadrid.es
 (tv page)

www.antena3.com
 (tv page)















**At the beginning of the school year, I will collect the journals for a 30 point grade. I will attempt to determine from your journal if you fulfilled the spirit of this assignment (to maintain contact with Spanish by reading listening/speaking, writing, and reading over the summer).  We will also have at least tow more assignments in which you will need to reference your completed reading from the summer (a graded small group conversation, a written essay, classroom presentations are some possibilities).

If you are looking for additional practice, I might suggest People en español, Spanish language newspapers (also available on line), and Selecciones –Reader’s Digest en español.

If you have any questions, please see me and I will explain.  ¡Qué disfruten las vacaciones! 

Appendix c- writing rubric for weekly journal entries

Rubrics for writing: AP Spanish Language

This rubric is not an official rubric of the AP College board.

Revised in the fall of 2006

9 Demonstrates Superiority
· A very well developed and organized essay that convincingly and explicitly reacts to all sources required

· Analyzes and synthesizes the texts without summarizing texts individually

· Expresses a personal opinion

· Mentions at least two cultural elements or linguistic cues

· Demonstrates insight or originality

· Make at least two predictions or inferences

· Control of a variety of structures and idioms. Occasional errors may occur, but there is no pattern

· Rich, precise, idiomatic; ease of expression vocabulary

· Excellent command of conventions of the written language (orthography, sentence structure, paragraphing and punctuation)

7-8 Demonstrates Competence

· A well-developed and organized essay that explicitly reacts to the required sources

· Synthesizes without summarizing the texts individually

· May express a personal opinion

· Refers to at least one cultural element

· May show originality or insight

· The reader may need to make some inferences because the response is not always sufficiently explicit

· Evidence of control of a variety of structures and idioms, although a few grammatical errors may occur; good to very good control of elementary structures

· Considerable breadth of vocabulary

· Conventions of the written language generally correct

5-6 Suggests Competence

· Attempts to synthesize, but commentary is relatively superficial

· Individual summaries predominate

· Students paraphrases information, without giving own opinion

· Essay is not always well-focused or sufficiently developed

· Errors may occur in a variety of structures

· Appropriate vocabulary; occasional second language interference may occur

· May have errors in the conventions of written language

3-4 Suggests Lack of Competence

· Student has not adequately understood the question and/or the sources

· Essay may not deal with all of the required sources

· Poorly organized

· Mostly summary

· Essay is so general that it suggests that the student cannot deal adequately with the question

· Frequent grammatical errors may occur even in elementary structures; there may be some redeeming features, such as correct advanced structures

· Limited vocabulary; frequent second language interference may occur
· Frequent errors in the conventions of written language may be present
1-2 Demonstrate Lack of Competence
· Essay is chaotic, confused and incorrect

· The response indicates a lack of understanding

· Numerous grammatical errors impede communication

· Insufficient vocabulary; constant second language interference

· Pervasive errors in conventions that may interfere with communication

0 No credit

Blank paper or meaningless response

