Directions for using Spanish Verb Charts.  ( ( (
(Nota Bene: one of these files is a differently-named duplicate of another file.  I believe that it is the indicative system.  It’s just an extra; don’t worry.)

1. Print one (or two) copies of the (a) Indicative system; (b) Subj/Imperative system;  (c) Preterite “doors;" and (d) this instruction sheet. 
2. At this point, make a set of transparencies of (a), (b) and (c) for your use either on the overhead projector or for the other computerized projector that your classroom has installed for instruction.
3. Run the necessary number of copies (with extras to keep on hand) of the Indicative system for your classes.
4. On the back of the Indicative system, run the corresponding number of the Subj/Imperative system. (Careful how you print on the back of the paper.)
5. On the Preterite “doors” sheet, you will notice 12 sets of Preterite Tense “doors—puertas.”  You will need to run a lesser number of these; i.e. divide number of students by 12 to get the lesser number required of Preterite “doors—puertas.”  Run that number.

6. With scissors or paper cutter, cut out the Preterite doors so that you have 12 smaller Preterite doors to pass out later to your students for their verb charts.  Put these pre-cut Preterite doors in an envelop to keep them safe and together.

7. Distribute the single sheet that has been printed, back-to-front, with the Indicative system and Subj/Imperative system.

8. Select a regular -AR verb and, using your transparency, have the students conjugate the verb forms on their copies along with you.  Also, point out the pages in your Spanish book where these tenses are printed as well to familiarize the student with both verb chart and text.  (I usually project the transparency on the chalk/white board and write on the board the correct verb forms.  I do not write on the transparency itself.  Using different chalks/markers for the different tenses helps the students differentiate the tenses as well.)
9. At the point, you want to conjugate the Preterite tense.  Pass out a single Preterite door to each student.  With scotch tape, tape ONLY the LEFT side of the door on top of the present perfect tense.  (You will need to model this to the class with a copy that you have done prior.) The preterite door should be positioned in such a fashion that you can see the present perfect tense clearly when you “open the preterite door” that has been placed over the present perfect.   Then conjugate the Preterite on the surface of the preterite door.  (This was the only place I could logically figure out to place the preterite tense as it does share some characteristics with the present perfect tense….   Moreover, the distance from the simple imperfect tense does stress some of the differences between the two.)

10. As you learn new tenses, add them to the “Mega Spanish Verb Chart.”  

11. Give the student another “Mega Spanish Verb Chart” (una carta de verbos), and practice the tenses with a regular –ER verb.  This will reinforce the pattern.

12. Either point out of ask the students to note similarities and differences between the various tenses. (the ‘ía, ías--- endings are used frequently; the future and present perfect endings are similar.  Also, the tenses run on a continuum or time line from past to present to future and from left to right.)  Questions?  Contact boliver@ycsd.york.va.us     (
