Using Bloom’s Taxonomy En Español
(or how to develop higher-level thinking skills.)

1.
Print out one copy of all 4 WORD documents which are:  

*Bloom.READ.ME.FIRST

*Mis preguntas del señor Bloom.Nombre

*Preguntas de Bloom

*Preguntas de Bloom.Simplified

2.
“Mis preguntas del señor Bloom.Nombre,” is a student worksheet.  In the interest of saving paper, run these copies back to front.  With one sheet of paper, you can direct the class to do 4 different Bloom activities at varying times during your unit of instruction, or during the year..... etc.  This document is consumable; i.e., the students will write on these forms.  Have plenty on hand.
3.
Duplicate/mimeograph/reproduce, “Preguntas de Bloom,” back to front.  I usually do these on different colors of paper.  Review the colors with the students, then have the students come up and pick their “Preguntas de Bloom,” in their favorite color.  Students do not write on these forms.  These forms are Bloom question stems or guide questions.  They will refer to these throughout the year.  (Have some extras on hand.)
4.
There are 6 categories of questions according to Bloom:  “Conocimiento, Comprensión.....”  Have the students take turns reading the question stems out loud in class en español.  Ask “¿comprenden/comprendéis la pregunta?  
5.  For the question stems that the students do not understand, ask the class to explain them in Spanish.  Sometimes, you will have to ask the class to do an English translation of the question stem so that all understand what the question stem means.  Have the students, as a whole class, come up with the correct translation, not you; then validate their group answer.  Have them do the translation themselves, not you.  Make them accountable; you guide.  Be sure to give them “wait time” to come up with the translation.  Otherwise, the students might “play you” for all the answers and work.  It takes more time, but THEY are doing the work, not you.  ( 
6.  You will also need to point out tense and mood differences such as “ocurre vs. ocurrió; resuelves vs. resolverías.”  Have them label the tense and/or mood: el presente, el pretérito; the presente indicativo, el condicional.  This helps them identify and manipulate language.
7.  This Bloom form is for upper levels.  You will need to review or show them the patterns for “Si clauses.”    

*Si presente indicativo, futuro/presente:  
(or switch clauses as in:  futuro/presente, si presente indicativo.)

¿Qué haces (vas a hacer/harás) si no tienes tarea?  --Si no tengo tarea, escucho (voy a escuchar/escucharé) la música.
*Si imperfecto del subjuntivo, el condicional:   (Again, point out that they can switch the clauses; that the structures are flexible.)

¿Qué harías si no tuvieras tarea?  Or,  Si no tuvieras tarea, ¿qué harías?  --Si no tuviera tarea, escucharía la música.

*Si pluscuamperfecto del subjuntivo, el condicional perfecto: (or vice versa as mentioned above)
¿Qué habrías hecho si no hubieras tenido tarea?  --Si no hubiera tenido tarea, habría escuchado la música.  Or.....   Yo habría escuchado la música, si no hubiera tenido tarea.
To help students with Si/If clauses, you might need to have them use subject pronouns in their questions and answers until they are more proficient:  “Si yo no hubiera tenido tarea, yo habría escuchado la música.”

8.  Also, work on pronunciation and stress:   signi-FI-ca,  not  “sig-NI-fica;”  deter-MI-nas, not  “de-TER-minas;”  usas, not “yusas;”   i-DE-a, not “ay-DI-a.”   Plus other negative transfer problems or linguistic projections that some American speakers have with speaking Spanish.
Now, it’s time to put all of this into a communicative context!

or 
(   Are you ready to “Bloom” en español?   (
9.  During a unit of study, there are themes.  For example, in Encuentros Maravillosos, Chapter 2, there is a poem by Pablo Neruda, “Un perro ha muerto.”  Go to the board and ask the students to brainstorm (una lluvia de ideas) temas.   Write their ideas on the board, correcting errors, helping them to express a thought, etc....   You should get words like:  la muerte, la vida eterna, el ateísmo, una crisis de fe,  las mascotas, los perros contra los gatos, el cielo, el paraíso, los derechos de los animales, el grupo PETA (People for Ethical Treatment of Animals), muchos chicos son como los perros, el dolor y la compasión......
9B.  If your class needs guided practice, coaching or scaffolding, try this.   As a class, decide and pick one of the themes written on the board, above.  Have them pull out their “Preguntas de Bloom,” and their “Mis preguntas del señor Bloom.Nombre.”  Have them write the class selected theme on “Mis preguntas del señor Bloom.Nombre,” form and create a question for each of the categorías (conocimiento, comprensión, aplicación......).  Circulate about the classroom showing them where to check in their text for vocabulary, verbs, etc....   Do this all together in a large group.    This is modeling and guided practice.  The students, as a whole, might come up with questions such as those below.

Conocimiento:  
¿Qué es un perro?


Comprensión:

¿Qué hechos muestran el amor que Neruda tiene por su perro?


Aplicación:

¿Qué preguntas harías en una entrevista con un perro?


Análisis:


¿Por qué crees que el autor sufre (sufría/ha sufrido) una crisis de fe?


Síntesis:


¿Cómo modificarías el complot del poema?


Evaluación:

¿Cuál es tu opinión del ateísmo del poeta?

Allow ample time when you first do this with a new group of students.  There is a learning curve in order to do this type of activity.

Now, have the students break into a group of two and interview each other using their 6 preguntas del señor Bloom.  They must answer in complete sentences.  After they finish with their partner in group 1, have them partner with a different classmate.  This is group 2.  Maybe try it one more time with a different partner for a group 3.  Move around the classroom monitoring and helping with expression when necessary.  After each group, the students will experience improvement and will articulate their ideas more coherently.  They love being successful en español.
Bring them back into a large group.  On the board, ask them what the 6 Bloom categorías are:  Write these 6 categories on the board.   [Previously, you have written every student’s name on a 3x5 index card.]   Ask the class to select a category.   Then, shuffle your deck of index cards and pull out 2 cards and say, “Rita, pregúntale a Marilyn una pregunta de esta categoría.”  Rita asks Marilyn, and Marilyn responds.  Marilyn quickly says to Rita, “Y tú, Rita.... ¿____?   Rita then answers.

Ask the class for another category.  Then look at Rita and Marilyn and ask each one, “¿Qué quieres: una víctima o una tarjeta?”   Rita can either look around the room and pick a victim or tell me to pull another surprise card from the deck.  Same procedure with Marilyn.  Let’s say they pick Leslie and David.  It’s their turn to question each other while the entire class is listening.  This technique also puts them on the spot and creates some anxiety (“raises their level of concern”) and helps them in preparation for AP Spanish Exam day in mayo.  This technique also demonstrates accountability.

Now, have them look at the other themes on the board.  They pick one of the other themes and repeat the activity.  They cannot use the one that the whole class just did as a model.  They create their preguntas de Bloom, independently.  Repeat practice and assessment procedures mentioned above.
If your class does NOT need guided practice...  try this..... 
10.   Have them select their favorite theme.  At that point, go around the room and ask them en español what their selected theme is.  Afterwards, have them pull out their “Preguntas de Bloom,” and their “Mis preguntas del señor Bloom.Nombre.”  Have them write their theme on “Mis preguntas del señor Bloom.Nombre,” form and create a question for each of the categorías (conocimiento, comprensión, aplicación......).  Circulate about the classroom showing them where to check in their text for vocabulary, verbs, etc....

Conocimiento:  
¿Qué es un perro?

Compresión:

¿Qué hechos muestran el amor que Neruda tiene por su perro?


Aplicación:

¿Qué preguntas harías en una entrevista con un perro?


Análisis:


¿Por qué crees que el autor sufre (sufría/ha sufrido) una crisis de fe?

Síntesis:


¿Cómo modificarías el complot del poema?


Evaluación:

¿Cuál es tu opinión del ateísmo del poeta?


Follow the same techniques as mentioned above in Item 9.  Creating a deck of 3x5 index cards with each student’s name on a card is very helpful for quickly grouping students and for calling upon students.
11.  Use can use this Bloom activity with any type of theme, whether it is literary, topical, etc...

12.  When students make presentations to the class, ask everyone else to take out his/her “Preguntas de Bloom” guide.  Everyone is now sitting in a large circle with his/her desk before him or her. Have the audience listen carefully to the presenter.  Afterwards, each member of the audience (el público) asks the presenter questions using Bloom’s Taxonomy.  There can be no “conocimiento” questions used in this activity.  They are too basic and low level.  Let’s say Rita gives a 2 minute, timed presentation to the class comparing and contrasting the musicians Daniel Barenboim and Juanes, their body of work and their contributions to the world.  One by one, while sitting in the círculo, each student in the audience asks Rita a question about her presentation using the Bloom question stems.   This trains Rita for the AP test in May.  This also holds the other students accountable for listening and forming a question for Rita.  You can grade Rita on her presentation and on her responses al público.
13.  Univisión offers short video clips on its website.  Play these.   Have the students watch and take notes.   Brainstorm themes.   Do a six-question Bloom activity in pairs.

14.  The Bloom activity is also good follow-up for discussions about home coming, preparing for college, etc.....  After a while, your less able students will rise to the occasion and start asking higher level questions of their peers.  Everybody loves a good, thought-provoking question.  

15.  The “Preguntas de Bloom.Simplified,” document focuses on expression using the present and “informal” future tense.  It is suitable for lower, beginning levels.

16.   Level I, II and III Spanish textbooks follow themes as well:  school, sports, health, air travel, food.  You can “Bloom” with these units as well.

Please adapt, edit, correct these suggestions as you see fit.  Please share these ideas with others.

Questions?  Feel free to contact me at:

boliver@ycsd.york.va.us
Sincerely,

Robert L. “Bobby” Oliver

Grafton High School

York County School Division

Yorktown, VA

