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I have used Audacity for the last several years and it has greatly improved the quality of my students’ recordings, the ease of evaluating their sound files, and the students’ overall preparation for the exam. 

It is very easy to have students record regularly and deposit their files into a shared folder where you can access them, offer feedback, and they can listen again with your comments in hand. Your technology people can help you with establishing the “shared folder” in a “work group” to help with “handing in” their audio files. I love using Audacity, which my students also use for the actual testing day. Again, involve your technology people in this endeavor. They should prepare everything that you need to get started. It's so much better for you than carrying around cassette tapes!

Following are some recommendations to help you transition from using tapes to Audacity for digital recording. 

Highlights and recommendations:

· You (or your the team) can download Audacity free of charge with directions for use from the College Board Web site: http://search.collegeboard.com/servlet/sitesearch?searchType=site&qt=Audacity
· Required equipment: computers, microphones, and Audacity!

· How wonderful NOT to have to carry around cassettes (often dropping them all over the place)! You just need access to a computer with the documents folder or shared folder where students have saved their recordings. Of course, you can also put them on a jump drive, burn them to a CD, etc.


· I recommend a tech person to facilitate in your classroom or lab at first as you regularly practice until you get the "lame file" (when exporting as MP3) issue conquered. That was the only obstacle that I encountered the first year.


· For ANY classes where you can use Audacity, I highly recommend that you start using it. That way the students are used to using it when they get to AP! They know exactly how to use the program, save sound files, etc.


· I use laptop and desktop computers in my classroom for regular practice recording. However, on the test day in May the tech people set up all laptops and microphones in the testing room for the students. 

· I love using Audacity for evaluating student speaking. Usually I listen, write comments for the students, return my comments, have them listen to themselves again with my comments next to them, and have them question me for more information, if needed.

· You can use Audacity in a classroom or in a lab. Or, check to see if your school has laptop carts that can be brought to your room. The Audacity program will need to be loaded on all computers used.
· Students need to learn to pause the program where needed to keep the recording going. The exam directions are clear and students are told exactly when to pause, stop, save, etc. Don’t worry: The exam proctor will have directions specifically for recording digitally! 

· Regarding microphones: I have some that filter out background noise. Only the student speaking into the microphone is heard strongly. Occasionally another student in the background is picked up...but that voice is faint. Again, check with your technology team for help, prices, type of microphone, and so on.

· Students do need to get used to hearing each other and learn to "filter out" the other voices when they speak. They will have other students speaking around them on test day, hopefully spaced around the room.

· Always practice recording with all AP students at least one week ahead of time to see who should sit where...boys or girls with strong voices I have face the front, or a side wall...to absorb their voices...rather than filtering down to the person in front of them.

· In March, Ohio has the Ohio Graduation Test. Students other than sophomores have delayed start to school, so I have a voluntary practice AP exam from 7-10 am with my AP students one day. Students have said that it really helped them last year to get the feel of a 3-hour test. Prior to that, I had done my practice tests just sections at a time every day. If you have any such times during the year consider organizing a full practice test. Of course, it’s helpful that there is a great practice exam published at AP Central for our use.
· On test day I arrange to use the Distance Learning Lab or Lecture Hall in our building, which both have excellent acoustics. Also, they are large rooms where students can be scattered around without having someone right next to them. We even have surround sound for the listening. If you have such a room, request it! In fact, when the other AP teachers heard that I was using such a facility, they, too, have requested those areas for their exams because they are also tiered rooms and students have space to work. 
· On exam day we have all the laptops wired, not on the server and not wireless, so that internal logon or other issues do not affect the grabaciones.

· Your AP coordinator will order CD’s for each student ahead of time, along with the exams. The appropriate directions for the proctor will also be sent.
· One of our "tech guys" burns each student's CD after students leave the exam. The students save their recordings on the desktop so that he has easy access to them. They have practiced this all year and know how to “export as an MP3” with no problem!
· We just use the master CD for listening. In rooms like I describe above there are great speakers which can even give the students a "surround sound" quality.
· Even if you do not have rooms like what I have described, a single Master CD should work fine.

· Recording on exam day: Again, it is better if the students save their audio files on the desktop...that you are wired and not wireless that day...and someone (usually the tech person assigned to help you) burns the recordings on each student's individual CD (sent by the CB) for submission with the exams. 
· Remember: AP Teachers are not allowed to be present at all, so I recommend a tech person who has observed and facilitated in your classroom to be there on exam day, just in case there are problems and especially to burn the CD’s.

Closing comments: 

I am an exam Reader, although I read compositions. Colleagues at the Reading say that yes...sometimes the recordings are "fuzzy" with cassettes or CD’s, but the Readers are used to filtering out background noise. Remember to speak with your tech people about getting microphones that filter most of the background noise. Students need to get used to recording in the same room, and not allowing other voices around them to bother them, but I always have them really well separated on the actual exam day. The full length practice exam with all students seated in the testing environment gives the students a clear idea what the entire exam feels like, moving from section to section, hearing other voices around them, etc. 

I hope this helps you with digital recording with Audacity! I would be happy to answer your questions: phd2jc@jackson.sparcc.org
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"Develop a passion for learning. If you do, you'll never cease to grow."
D'Angelo

