FYS: Global Science Fiction
Daniel W. Koon

Spring 2010

ASSIGNMENT 9A: THE FIVE-PARAGRAPH ESSAY
Due in class Monday, April 5.

Based on the feedback you received this past week from your instructor, you are to write a second draft of your paper. I’ve modified the rules below, so please read carefully....
ASSORTED RULES FOR MONDAY’S ASSIGNMENT:

· Your essay must be 4-5 paragraphs long, depending on whether you have two or three subtheses, and no longer than 3 pages. A five-paragraph essay is generally understood as comprising of a more succinct and compact form of the argument that you might make in a full-length term paper.  
· You should start to integrate external (outside your novel) sources to support your thesis. Please refer to the source in proper MLA in-text format (See section 32a of your Pocket Hacker.)

· You are not required to keep the thesis statement you used in the one-paragraph essay, or to keep this thesis for your term paper, but there needs to be a clear thesis at the end of the first paragraph, supported by two or three parallel and independent arguments.

· Each interior paragraph needs to begin with a topic sentence that states one of your subtheses, which very clearly serves as support for your thesis statement.

· Please see in-class handouts from The Practical Writer by Bailey and Powell, including the checklist for the 5-paragraph essay, and strategies for both the Introduction and the Conclusion.
· You will be required to confer with the class writing mentor, Colin, for a number of your weekly assignments.  Make sure you start doing so soon. Get his signature on a draft of the assignment on which the two of you have conferred and make sure to submit that signed draft with the assignment, so that the instructor can give you appropriate credit.

· TEST: Once you’ve written your 5-paragraph essay, cut out everything but the thesis statement, each topic statement and an appropriate sentence from your Conclusion. Does it work as a 1-paragraph essay?

