
RESEARCH STEPS AND STRATEGIES


Decide on a general topic that interests you.

Write a clear thesis statement.

Refine it through enthymeme work.

List key terms in the enthymeme; generate related terms and phrases.

Using key words and combinations of key words, do a preliminary search for sources.

Find a variety of sources: books, articles, websites, government documents.  Make copies or printouts of anything promising.   Read/skim photocopies and printouts; take notes according to your best system.




Make a rough outline of your major points of support and opposition.

Circle more key terms and phrases; look for more source evidence; repeat.

arts in public schools


Arts classes are necessary for a complete education.

We should increase funding for music and fine arts classes in elementary and high schools because arts education improves students’ performance in academic subjects.
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music class AND budget cuts
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1. Music students have higher math SAT scores.

2. Visual arts students work well with computers, a vital career skill.

3. OPP: Schools don’t have enough money for everything.

4. BUT athletics programs get twice as much money as arts programs yet have fewer benefits.
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