FYP WRITING MENTORS

Writing mentors are Writing Center tutors who work with each FYP college.  They are accountable to the Associate Dean of the First-Year and hired, trained, and supervised by the Director of the Writing Center.  

Some mentors choose to live in the residence with the first-year students of their college; those who do so receive a small increase in their stipend.  In the past, attending the plenary session has been an option but not a requirement for mentors.  We highly encourage mentors to attend class with your FYP this fall; please keep this in mind when choosing your mentor.

How Mentors Work With Students

Mentors are required to hold at least 10 office hours a week to work with students on drafts for FYP papers and on other FYP writing assignments.  Mentors who live with the first-year students hold office hours in their rooms or in a common area of the residence; mentors who don’t live in also find it helpful to hold office hours in the residence.  Some mentors hold office hours in the Writing Center in order to get first-years into the library.

How Mentors Work With Faculty

Writing mentors keep in regular touch with all members of your team.   They are available to discuss assignments with you and to report back to you on students’ understanding of the material and progress in writing.  They are prepared (and eager) to take part during class in any way that would be helpful to you.

Some Suggestions for Making Good Use of Mentors

· Have them respond to informal writing assignments or journals

· Require students to visit mentors with a draft at least once during the semester

· Require students to visit mentors to discuss outlines

· Give quizzes or other graded work to mentors to distribute during office hours

· Ask mentors to lead a “grammar session” once a week or so

· Ask mentors to supervise group work in class

· Involve mentors in class discussions, presentations, and debates

· Advertise the mentors in your seminars and in your comments 

If you need advice in choosing a mentor or more help in deciding how to use your mentor as a resource, please call Hillory Oakes at x5720 or e-mail me at hoakes@stlawu.edu.
