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DEPARTMENTAL SUMMARY FOR 2008 -2009  -- INTERESTING OUTCOMES  

We thought we would try to capture some of the interesting department-related events of the year for the first page so that alumni 

can read an ñexecutive summaryò of results for ó08-ô09.  The class of ô09 was small; it included 8 Geology majors- 3 women and 5 

men; 2 were in Env. Studies/Geol. and 1 Geol.-Anthro. double major. Four graduated cum laude and one magna cum laude. 

ALUMNI HONORS:  
 

Breaking News is that on July 9, 2009, Dean Eppler ô74 will be awarded NASAôs highest civilian award, the NASA Exceptional 

Public Service Medal for his many efforts to make the  International Space Station and the Constellation Program the best they can 

be.  Congratulations, Dean! 

 

Charlie Kerans ô77 received another Best Paper Award from SEPM at the recent AAPG meeting.  Congrates Charlie!!! 
 

On April 8, 2009, David Wald ó84 was awarded the Seismological Society of America Frank Press Public Service Award which 

honors outstanding contributions to the advancement of public safety or information relating to Seismology.  He created the public 

interaction programs ShakeMap, ñDid You Feel Itò, and Pager.  Good Going, David! 
 

Four Geology Alumni whose research has focused on climate and paleoclimate using various geology subdisciplines were honored 

at graduation with honorary doctoral degrees. They included Miriam Katz ô81, Richard Fairbanks ô71, Dale Chayes ô73 and 

Peter de Menocal ô83. Their remarks can be found on the geology alumni web page at http://it.stlawu.edu/~geoclub/alumni/. 

Kate Zubin ó08 was awarded Best TA of the year at the University of Calgary. 

STUDENT ACTIVITIES AND HONORS  

Ten students were presenters at the NE Section meeting of GSA in Portland, ME, this Spring. Titles and authors can be found at 

http://geology.stlawu.edu/news-events/news. John T. Murphy '11, Katie Hoskinson '11 and Kyle Marvinney '11 were all  

welcomed as new members of Eta Xi Chapter.  Inducted as Associate Members were Assistant Professor Antun Husinec, Visiting 

Assistant Professor Colby Smith, and Charlie Harmon ô09 received the W. A. Tarr Award at Moving Up Day this Spring. 

Rafferty Sweeney ô09 won the Sarton Award of Sigma Gamma Epsilon for best poster at the SGE session at GSA last Fall, the 

second consecutive win for Eta Xi Chapter in its 3-year history! 

Three are going immediately to grad school.  Univ. Texas-Austin, Univ. of Kansas, and U. Cal. Riverside. 

University Summer Fellowships for 2009 have been awarded by St. Lawrence to juniors David Mosher '10 and Sean Regan '10. 

Senior thesis students for 2009 included: Charles Harman;  Rafferty Sweeney; Michael OôConnor; Michael Trumbower. 
 

Wendell Caesar will receive PRF support for his summer study titled "Textural Controls on the Geochemical Variability of  

Argillaceous Hydrocarbon Source Rocks and Potential Application to Precambrian Units" with Jeff Chiarenzelli. 

FACULTY ACTIVITIES (beyond the classroom):                                                                                                                                

Cathy invested prodigious effort in her role as Dept. Chair, a job that never lets up at SLU.  She somehow found time to assume a 

leadership role in development of a Japanese Garden in Sykes courtyard.  It was dedicated May 30 at Reunion and is described in 

her paper in the FODYLL Bulletin.  Cathy, too, presented at GSA and participated in grant preparation. 

Colby recently saw publication of his work on Glacial Chronolgy of Nevado, Ilimani in Bolivia.  He, too, was a presenter at GSA.  

He and Matt Van Brocklin have just returned from the post-semester glacial class field trip to the Canadian Rockies.  Happily, he 

will join us for another year while Alex is in the middle east. 

Jeff had 3 GSA papers (one with son Joe) in the Fall  and 11 this Spring, served as a PI for the X-ray grant which was partially 

funded, and as PI for a successful grant from the ACS-Petroleum Research Fund supporting student research on black shale  

geochemistry. He mentored 4 student researchers from 2008 and has 5 on-going this summer.  9 of Jeffôs students presented in 

North Eastern section in ME in spring ó09, see Cathyôs page (pg. 6) for details. 

Antun was author on 3 GSA papers, two of which reported results of summer ô08 research in Croatia.  He is once again mentoring 

two students in Croatia in June under his NSF grant with Fred Read.  A summary of the ô08 work is to be presented at AAPG 

shortly.  Antun was also successful in applying for an ACS-PRF grant to fund student research on sequence stratigraphy of the Red 

River Fm. in the Williston Basin and two students will journey with him to Grand Forks in July to work at the Wilson Laird Core 

Library of the NDGS if all goes as planned. 
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News from Sarah Zimmerman McElfresh ó98 

It has been a busy spring for me between family and band.  A large chunk of time was spent working on the 6th Three  

Rivers Community Band Festival.  Iôm the coordinator of the Festival Band which brought in 74 musicians from 36  

community bands from Western PA and Eastern OH.  Our band, the East Winds Symphonic Band received the Sudler  

Silver Scroll from the John Philip Sousa Foundation the day of the Festival as well.  It is the highest honor a community 

band can receive in North America. We were pretty excited.  . . .  Katie (5) and Elizabeth (3) are keeping me on my toes 

and we still have weekly trips to the National Aviary to learn about and feed the birds.  We also hit Phipps Conservatory 

once a week for story time, we are working on attaining a green thumb with our potted plants we get there.  Between 

those trips, school, Kindermusik and piano lessons, it is amazing there is time to do much else.  I have made some updates 

to the Geology Alumni webpage and we are now on facebook as well.  Check it out!!  Soon it will be time to start work-

ing on the next SLUGAC!! 
 

St. Lawrence University Geology Alumni group on Facebook 
SLU Geology Alumni now on facebook. Reconnect with old friends, find some new ones, and network with current  

students. http://www.facebook.com/inbox/?ref=mb#/group.php?gid=50369729560&ref=mf 
 

J. Mark Erickson Fellowship in Geology 
 

Announced at GSA in Houston, Fall 2008, this fellowship has been set up to benefit future geology students and preserve 

Markôs legacy of undergraduate research in geology. If you wish to make a contribution to the fund, please contact 

sarah_mcelfresh@hotmail.com or 412-241-4896 or Steve Jo '94, Associate Director Office of Major Gifts sjo@stlawu.edu or 

(315)229-5519. For all email communication please use the subject line SLU Geology: Erickson Fellowship. ensure that your 

message gets past spam filters. More information to come or visit the alumni website at http://it.stlawu.edu/~geoclub/alumni 
 

HAVE YOU EVER CHECKED THE GEOLOGY ALUMNI WEB PAGE??  
 

GO TO http://it.stlawu.edu/~geoclub/alumni/  If you have not done so, visit this site. The alumni announce news and events 

there. One can email Sarah McElfresh ó98, the web master from there. You can find email addresses for friends there. If you 

visit, why not contact Sarah and leave your email address for her to add to the lists. Also if you are moving or the department is 

not mailing your Newsletter to the right address Sarah can fix that, too!  Donôt forget to send news of awards and accomplish-

ments as they happen to share with your fellow alums.  
 

Is your name on the alumni email list? 
 

Sarah McElfresh ô98 maintains two email lists ï one that is public and shared with alums via the website and one that is private 

that Sarah or the department uses when they need to contact the alumni at a non newsletter time.  This list will be used in the 

coming year for announcements about the next Alumni Conference ï SLUGAC.  To check if you are on the list or to update  

information ï send email to sarah_mcelfresh@hotmail.com with the subject ñSLU Geology: Email listò  be sure to indicate if 

you want your address on the public or private list or both. 

Missing Alumni 
We need your help in finding the following alumni.  We would like to send them a newsletter, and update our  

information for them.  Any help you can give us would be greatly appreciated. 

J. Gorham Arend Michael Armstrong Asher Atkinson David E. Ball 

Timothy Barns Richard E. Beaumont James M. Biggar Jr. William S. Bristow Jr. 

Brian Brock James R. Byrne Reid E. Callanan James W. Camp 

Steven M. Carr Robert M. Cassie Bruce Catlin Ilene (Rex) Corbo 

Timothy Creamer Alison Demong Peggy D. Drauglis Igor Effimoff  

Margaret K. Ennis John B. (Bruce) Fisher Caryl (Nelson) Fitzpatrick Malcolm Ford 

Leland A. Fournier Mark Fulton Nathan A. George David Halloran 

John M. Hartman Victoria Hauck Joseph Hevesi Susan Holgate 

Holly Kennedy John B. Leonard Kathryn Maier Michael Mayville  

Tobias C. Myers John A. (Jack) Pigott  Thomas W. (Tom) Porter Justin W. Rathman 

Eric P. Sandford John Sandford Theodore (Ted) Sickley Ann Smyth  

Christopher Sokol Dean N. Stahl Suzanne (Hambleton) Talams Jessica Tase 

Kendall Taylor Kimberly Turner Robert R. Vanderbeek Roger A. Voss  

Edward Wasniewski Neil F. Weathers Richard W. Zeiss 

David Hisz ô99 says he ñhas been working on my PhD in Environmental Engineering & Earth Sciences at Clemson University 

(Clemson, SC).  This past year David gave a paper on some research he conducted last summer at a USGS research site in NJ.  

Lately he has been spending his summers travelling to different research sites around the country trying to improve the  

characterization of fractured-rock aquifers using hydromechanical well testsò.  



 

Dear Friends, 

Hope youôve enjoyed the spring.  Here the lilacs are just coming into full bloom and I really enjoy their wonder-

ful smell.  Our students accomplished much before evaporating for the summer.  We had a wonderful representa-

tion of students at the annual northeastern sectional meeting of the Geological Society of America in Portland, 

Maine in March.  The following students presented their work on a variety of topics (see department web-site):  

Adria Bregani, Katie Hoskinson, Peterson Maina, Kyle Marvinney, David Mosher, Michael OôConnor, Johanna 

Palmer, Sean Regan, Michael Trumbower, and Thomas Wright.  Sean Regan participated in the Keck Consortium 

workshop in April at Franklin and Marshall College in Lancaster, PA where his geochemical and isotopic work on the Antwerp-

Rossie Granitoids received considerable attention.   Michael OôConnor and Michael Trumbower both finished their senior honors 

theses with me this spring.  Michael OôConnor conclude a two-year groundwater sampling program in St. Lawrence County and 

Michael Trumbower revisited the acidity of Adirondack lakes 25 years after the major lake survey done in the mid-1980ôs. 

Graduation was especially gratifying this year because four distinguished alums of the geology department (Drs. Richard  

Fairbanks ô72; Dale Chayes ô73; Miriam Katz ô81; and Peter de Menocal ô82) received honorary doctorates for their distinguished  

research in climate science.  We all are proud of their accomplishments and it was a wonderful moment for the department.  

Wendell Caesar, Joe Chiarenzelli , Cody LaVack, David Mosher, and Sean Regan will be working on various projects with me 

this summer.   Wendell, Joe, and David will be working on the geochemistry of various shales in New York State, including those 

under exploration as unconventional natural gas reservoirs.  Cody and Sean will be investigating and sampling local rock units 

(Popple Hill Gneiss and Hermon Granite) in the Adirondack Lowlands as part of our long-standing efforts to understand the  

geologic history and tectonics of the region.  Most of the students will spend some time in Ottawa at Carleton University analyzing 

samples in the isotope geochemistry laboratory of my good friend and collaborator Dr. Brian Cousens. 

I will be coming back to work full-time after two months on disability.  I had coronary by-pass surgery over spring break and was 

relieved of my duties while I recovered.  It was a shock to me as I have few of the risk factors and had few symptoms.  Nonethe-

less my arteries were nearly fully closed.  I was immediately taken to Burlington, after a stress test at the Canton-Potsdam  

Hospital, where I had the operation.  The surgery went well and the recovery was relatively fast and easy.  Cathy, John, and Chris 

Kelson (SUNY Potsdam) were hired to finish out my classes for the semester and did a fine job.   I hope you will all use my  

experience to be more proactive about your health.    I canôt help but wonder what other outcomes might have been possible if I 

had actively pursued  and received preventative care? 

We are all excited that Dr. Alexander Stewart, and his wife Jessica, will be rejoining us when Alex returns from Afghanistan and 

assumes his role as our geomorphologist/glaciologist. 

Stay well! 
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Straight from Brian Congui ô08 On New Years Eve at 12am,  Lisa Romas ô08 and I made a toast with our champagne glasses 

and Lisa found a ring (with a large piece of very expensive carbon mounted on it) in her glass.  At which point, I scooped it out, 

got on my knee, and asked her to marry me!  She, of course, said yes! So we are now engaged.  I wanted to share that bit of  

exciting news with you. We are still working on a wedding dateé Probably the summer of 2011.   
 

Right now I am conducting a small experiment using 160ml serum bottles filled with different materials.  I am trying to assess 

which material will make the best support medium for the bacteria to grow on in the reactor.  So far, I am enjoying this project 

since it is a lot of designing and building.   
 

In addition, my lab is still growing in terms of instrumentation.  Every month or so we get a new toy.. I love it.  We are in the  

process of updating and setting up an old GC we had in a storage closet.  This GC will be configured with two columns, one to 

measure alcohols and another for gasses like hydrogen, oxygen, nitrogen, and carbon dioxide. The GC we already have in our lab 

measures methane and chlorinated solvents (that thing gets used A LOT).  There is strong talk about getting a third GC which wil l 

measure heavier chlorinated compounds like PCBs, as well as sulfur compounds, and maybe PAHs.  We just got a new Millipore - 

Milli Q Distilled Water system to provide us with some super pure lab water and a month or two ago we had a Perkin Elmer  

Scintillation Counter installed for measuring radio-labeled samples.  I like that we can do a great deal of in-house analysis because 

not waiting for results from an outside lab really speeds up the research process.   

Tedd N. Ramaô08 participated in the Glacial Field Methods class that traveled to Alaska during the beginning of the summer.  

Just a few weeks ago, he accepted a position as a mudlogging geologist working with Epoch Well Services. Right now, he is 

working on an ExxonMobil rig in NW Colorado in the Piceance Basin, and he is facinated by the whole process. Everything that 

they do seems as though it is straight from Strat class and it's very exciting for him to see what he learned being put to use on a 

daily basis. These range from building strat columns to determining percentages and correlating multiple columns. Everyday it 

makes him appreciate the labs that they did throughout the classes (even though they get to use a computer program here instead 

of a Leroy set).  



 

Abi (Howe) Hastillo ô98 is working at the University of Connecticut as the program administrator for the 'new' Geosciences  

program (dubbed Integrative Geosciences).  Most know the geology department at UConn was disbanded in 2004 due to low  

enrollments and other factors. This 'new' program was a collaboration among a number of science departments along with the 

remaining geology faculty as a way to keep geosciences alive at UConn, but with a new approach. Abi joined them in the  

summer of 2005, and since then the program has made great strides. After a preliminary 3 year trial period, geosciences is now an 

undergraduate major again at UConn (it was only being offered as an individualized major where students had to 'create' a major 

for themselves, apply to the program etc.). Starting in fall 2009 geosciences is back on the books at UConn. We hope this is just 

the beginning of keeping this science alive at such a large state institution! She has found the work very rewarding as she gets to 

do a lot of recruiting and advising of students. 
 

Abi continues to still work part time for AGI on the Earth Science World Image Bank as well as on other initiatves, including 

their workforce initiative where they are doing their best to get the most up to date enrollment and degree usage data for the  

geosciences and looking for ways to do much more effective recruiting of undergrads.  
 

In September of 2008 Abi and her husband Mike welcomed their first baby - Gunnar Morgan Hastillo was born on 9/30/08. It's 

been an exciting ride so far, and is by far the toughest job she has ever had. 
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Hello SLU Geology Alumni, 

For me, the end of this academic year was marked by a glacial geology fieldtrip to the Cana-

dian Rockies.  The day after graduation, thirteen students and recent alumni joined Matt Van-

Brocklin and me in Calgary.  We loaded into two shiny new (soon to be dirty and smelly) vans 

and headed for Banff and Jasper National Parks.  Despite the spring snowpack and unsettled 

mountain weather, we spent 10 days examining glacial geomorphology and stratigraphy at the 

toes of active glaciers.  The trip ended with a three-day two-night back packing trip to Mt. 

Robson Provincial Park. 

For the remainder of the summer, I am working on field projects in the Catskills and around Syracuse in collaboration with 

the New York State Geological Survey before heading to Europe for vacation.  I will be returning to St. Lawrence in August 

for another year of teaching. 

Colby Smith 

News from Gary Thomas ó73é..  As you are probably aware, Mt. Redoubt sits in our back yard here in Homer.  It has been  

erupting over the past month and there is a fair dusting of ash sitting on everything.  It truly is a sight to witness. The big black ash 

cloud approaching, with the colored lightening caused by the static electricity from the 

rolling ash in the cloud.  And then the whole world turns black (the last eruption was at 

sunrise) as the ash cloud envelopes the world around you.  For more detailed photos and 

information, I refer you to the Alaska Volcano Observatory website http://

www.avo.alaska.edu/activity/Redoubt.php  They have a web-cam set up on the volcano 

and one that looks right down into the caldera.  They have some very cool photos, maps 

and data. 
 

Below are a few photos that I took of Mt. Redoubt, as seen from near my house at the  

Anchor River beach.  Mt. Redoubt is about 75 miles away from Homer.  We have three 

additional active volcanoes in the same chain.  At least one of them erupts about every 7 

years.  This is my fourth volcanic ash experience in Homer.  
 

After being the General Manager at the local Public Radio station for 10 years, I left that 

job in 1990 to be President of Bodett & Company (That's the company that manages the 

activities of Tom Bodett - the author and spokesperson of Motel 6 "We'll leave the light 

on for you".) When Tom moved out of Alaska, I switched over to the newspaper business 

and became the publisher of the Homer News.  In 2006 I decided it was time to slow 

down a little bit, left the newspaper business, and started my own business "Housewatch", 

providing services for folks that are gone from their homes.   
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Dear Friends: 

Spring grades are in; Commencement is next weekend, and I have just a moment to visit about new  

doings.  We are graduating a class that is of modest size but good quality next week.  It is fair to say that 

meeting deadlines has been a challenge and one that future employers and graduate advisors will work out 

individually!  However, I believe they are geologically prepared and that the university has them sufficiently 

broadened to meet todayôs challenges.  The department has spent much time this semester trying to work out 

means for being assured of that and methods for measuring the elusive concept of outcomes that have, or have not, met objectives.  

St. Lawrence is busy with this introspection at the moment, and we are trying to help.  The evaluation forms you have filled out 

for us in the past have been helpful, and we may call on you again in the future for similar help.  No doubt Cathy will discuss our 

new tenure-track hire in Geomorphology, a difficult choice in view of the fact that Colby Smith has very ably filled the position 

for us this year.  It has been a real pleasure for me to get to know Colby and to hear of the students appreciation of him and his 

work.  It will be good to have him with us for 2009-10, as Alexander finishes his tout of duty. 
 

Mark was a participant in five papers at the Fall GSA meeting with many other faculty and alums.  He also served as Editor for the 

Friends of the Libraries Bulletin, and he participated in a grant submission to replace departmental X-ray equipment that has 

served us since Doc Bloomer got the original grant for it 50 years ago!  He also spent January in ND for shark research once again.  

Matt Burton -Kelly ô05 and Mark have submitted Mattôs Protichnites study to an electronic journal ï The Open Paleontology 

Journal ð an experiment in modern technology. 
 

For me, I did not OD this semester for a change.  I taught Historical, Micropaleontology w/lab and Stratigraphy w/lab (which wil l 

be Basin Analysis next year).  I had a chest cold in February and the stomach thing in March ï first time I have been ill in a few 

years now.  The experience is not necessary for a satisfactory semester!  I used the semester break to visit the State Museum in 

Bismarck in order to work on the famous shark paper.  I also got plenty of time with Dakota the hadrosaur mummy.  The shark 

taxonomy is completed. Interpretations and settings remain.  In fact I just returned from a quick trip to ND with our sedimentolo-

gist, Antun Husinec, who has a grant to bring some students to ND this summer in order to examine and log cores from the Red 

River Fm of the Williston Basin.  I introduced Antun to people at the NDGS and at UND who may help in that process.  I am 

pleased that he will be making use of the splendid core library that NDGS maintains. It was a 4-day trip and we both had finals to 

grade and to give when we returned to Canton.  Antun then left for Croatia where two other students will join him for more field 

work. I, on the other hand, will be less adventuresome this summer, and Iôm looking forward to that.  I will attend the North 

American Paleontological Convention in Cincinnati in late June.  If I visit ND, it will be later in the summer but I have no plans at 

the moment.  I did just learn that the ND legislature has passed a budget which includes a new addition to the state museum.  A 

paleontology exhibit area and lab space will be included in that project.  I will be helping to plan some of the new exhibitory re-

lated to the Fox Hills landscape and fossils for that in a year or so!  Great project! 
 

What Dan Sullivan terms a ñquartet of SLU paleoclimatologistsò will have been honored for their work by award of honorary 

Doctor of Science degrees at Commencement May 17.  SLU Geology has many alumni doing real quality work in this area and we 

are proud of them all.  Many did research with Jim Street while undergraduates.  I wish all could receive such recognition, but the 

podium would have been overly crowded!  Visit the alumni web page for more info on this event and congratulations to Rick Fair-

banks, Dale Chayes, Miriam Katz, and Peter deMenocal. 
 

As for me, I hope to be fishing and playing golf anytime now.  Memorial Day I have to attend my 50th reunion at Glovers Pond 

where I will talk about 50 years of research there.  After that, vacation!  Have a great summer and please stop in if you are in the 

area.  Call ahead 379-9235 if you can. 
 

Best regards,   Mark 

Hello everyone, 

 Today confirms that weôre into late spring/early summer ï itôs a beautiful warm and clear day with enough wind to keep the bugs at 

bay. It feels like Iôm really retired and the true North Country is a very pleasant place to be!! Kayaks and bikes have to be pulled out 

and checked, and hiking boots waterproofed.  The spring semester is already three weeks behind us and alumni weekend over;  

gardening, lawn-mowing and barn maintenance are now the driving forces?  

The past spring semester was an eventful one.  I taught my FYS (Natural Environmental Hazards: Causes, Effects, and Risks Assess-

ment) for the second year running ï and although writing and  grading intensive it went quite well with, for the most part, an engaged 

and responsible group of students.  It was gratifying to see their writing improve through the semester. I was also helping out the 

squash teams  as volunteer assistant coach which meant a lot of travelling;  the menôs team did extremely well and are now rated 15th 

nationally, and the women improved their ranking from the beginning of the season. 

Thankfully the squash season ended at mid-semester since none of us expected that I would be teaching the second half of 103 to  
replace Jeff while he recuperated from surgery. Ironically, this is the second time Iôve done this (the first being for Rob Badger at  

Potsdam State a couple of years ago) and although I enjoyed the opportunity, I sincerely hope that Iôm not called up again under such 

circumstances.  As it turned out, teaching 103 again was a good pre-run for next fall when I will teach 103 whilst Jeff is away on  

sabbatical; Iôll also be teaching Mineralogy in the spring. 

With all good wishes and an enjoyable summer. 

Cheers, John 


