
 

David Baker Is Valedictorian 
of the Class of 2008!   

 

It is a rare opportunity for celebra-

tion when a Geology major graduates 

at the top of his or her class.  We 

have witnessed it a couple of times in 

the past half century but it never 

fails to make one feel humble by the 

accomplishment.  David Baker was the valedictorian of 

the Class of 2008 at graduation on May 18 and he was 

awarded the Trustee Award for that achievement.  David 

is a modest gentleman who plans to study Planetary  

Geology at Brown University for his PhD.  He was 

awarded the W. A. Tarr Award by the members of Eta Xi 

Chapter of Sigma Gamma Epsilon National Earth  

Science Honor Society at St. Lawrence, the highest honor 

given through the National.  David completed a senior 

thesis with Dr. Stewart based on data he collected last 

summer working with Jim Head at Brown.  This summer 

he will be at LPI with an internship.  We wish David the 

best of everything as he prepares himself for a future in 

Planetary Geology. 
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Senior Theses Completed in 2008 

Morphological Analyses of Mesas and Knobs in the Northwest  

Fretted Terrain: Deuteronilus Mensae Region, Mars............David M. Baker 

 

Geochemical Characterization of Shale Samples from the  

Argillaceous Rock Atlas..................................................Evan J. Blumberg 

 

An Investigation of the Water Quality of Lakes and Ponds in  

St. Lawrence and Franklin Counties in Northern New York State:  

Influence of Shoreline Development and Bedrock Geology....Brian A. Congiu 

 

Geomorphic evidence of catastrophic flooding in  

northern New York..............................................................Anna S. Harrod 

 

Generation of skeletal sand and silt by bioerosion of  

bryozoan zoaria in the type Cincinnatian Series of Ohio,  

Kentucky, and Indiana......................................................Wade Tyler Jones 

 

Fossil chironomids (Diptera) as proxies for Early Holocene  

paleotemperatures at Glovers Pond, New Jersey...........Maggie Jane Simmons 

 

Inorganic Geochemistry and Drinking Water Quality of  

Groundwater in St. Lawrence County, New York.................Mathew J. Zabik 

 

Fossil chironomids (Diptera:Chironomidae) as paleo-  

environmental proxies describing the Allerød and Younger  

Dryas at Glovers Pond, New Jersey.................Katharine Zubin-Stathopoulos 

                                     Jim Street Fund 

The Street Fund 

continues to be a 

most important  

element of our  

academic program.  St. Lawrence is strongly focused on the concept of  

student research.  As you know Geology students have been focused that 

way for quite a long time ð back into the Bloomer years in fact ð and our 

interest in the concept has continued to strengthen in an active way.  Both 

Jeff Chiarenzelli and Antun Husinec have research groups working this 

summer in the Adirondacks and in Europe under the auspices of various 

grants.  When students return and wish to have support for unusual lab 

work or to present results at national meetings they will apply to the 

Deanõs office and to the Street Fund to support those activities.  Thanks 

to the continued growth of this Fund the department is able to respond to 

these and other requests positively in many instances.  We thank all who 

contribute to the Street Fund on a regular basis.  Every gift improves the endowment of the Fund and produces a larger interest 

pool for projects to draw on each year.  Many thanks to all who give. 

Did you know, the Jim  Street Fund Supported Student 

Research in Adirondacks this year???  

Dr. Shrady requests that you please respond to the department  

questionnaire on the last page, unless you have already done so.  We 

really need to complete this survey and have enough responses so it 

will be statistically significant. This is the last call! 

Dr. Carol Newell õ79 

Speaks at  

Commencement 2008 
 

Mark had the pleasure of hosting 

Carol Newell '79 during her visit 

to campus for Commencement 

Weekend.  At graduation where 

she received an honorary Doctor 

of Humane Letters, Carol presented one of the  

commencement addresses.  She spoke of the way that  

philanthropy can leverage positive environmental action 

as her experience has demonstrated.  Her talk is loaded 

on the web.  We toured Brown Hall recalling some of the 

more memorable events and pranks of flume room and 

majors room occupants.  Carol has not forgotten a single 

episode from those interesting times!  It was great fun to 

renew our friendship and to learn of her ideas and her 

actions because she walks the walk she talks. 



 

Update on the Angelo Tagliacozzo Memorial Geological Scholarship  

for the 2007-2008 academic year.   
The NE-AIPG believes that the Angelo Tagliacozzo Memorial Geological  

Scholarship is one of the few scholarships specifically offered to future geologists 

by practicing geologists!  The Northeast Section of the American Institute of  

Professional Geologists (NE-AIPG) received a tremendous response again this 

past year to our scholarship announcement.  A total of 14 applicants submitted a  

complete application package on time and with outstanding qualifications in 

terms of financial need, academic achievements, outside interests, and career 

goals.  The Tagliacozzo Scholarships has aided may students in the NE United 

States.  St. Lawrence students have been scholarship winners on several  

occasions.  This year two of five awards were made to St. Lawrence students Mike 

OõConnor and Johanna Palmer. 

 

Anna Harrod õ08  

is working for San Mateo, 

an environmental educa-

tion group.  

 

 

Kyle Emery õ08  

? 

 

Hillary Siener õ08 

?  

 

Tyler Shaver õ08 

has a position  

with the NY 

DOT.  

 

Tedd Rama õ08                

is working for  

St. Lawrence 

University . 

 

Maggie Simmons õ08 

will do masters work 

in Paleontology at 

the University of 

Kansas.  

 

Emily Cataliz õ08 

?  

Congratulations!!! 
 

Sarah Fuller õ08  

will be attending the Teton Science 

School in Kelly, WY working on  

a masters in place-based  

environmental education.  

David Baker õ08  

intends to study 

Planetary Geology at 

Brown University.  

This summer he is a 

fellow at Lunar & 

Planetary Institute.  

Kate Zubin-Stathopoulos  õ08  

was accepted at University of Calgary.  

She will be working on a conodont  

Biostratigraphy project in the Canadian 

Rockies of B.C 

Wade Jones õ08  

will be attending 

University of  

Kansas and doing 

paleontology. 

 

Matt Zabik õ08  

will be attending 

Miami University 

of Ohio. 

 

Lauren Chrapowitzky õ08  

plans to attend University  

of Vermont where she will 

study with Char Mehrtens! 

Evan Blumberg õ08 

will attend  

University of 

Northern Colorado 

in Greeley, CO. 

Brian Congiu õ08  

will attend Wright 

State University.  

He lives at 3777 

Malibu Ct. Apt. A 

Beavercreek, OH 

45431. 

 

Aaron Mead  õ08  

will undertake  

masters work at the 

University of Texas, 

Arlington in the Fall.  

 

J. Mark Erickson recently 

participated in an Apollo  

Geology Training Workshop 

at NASA in Houston, led by 

Senior Scientist Dean  

Eppler '74. 
 

 

Participants included NASA astronauts and their 

former teachers, who have the responsibility for 

developing ideas and methods for the geology 

curriculum to be used by the next group of lunar 

astronauts, those of the Constellation Project. In 

addition to Erickson and Eppler, Barbara  

Tewksbury õ73, a member of the design team, 

participated in the workshop, held at the Lunar 

and Planetary Institute in Houston in April. Class 

of 2008 Valedictorian David Baker, of Camden, 

New York, is among the Institute's 2008 summer 

interns.  
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