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Introductory Psychology 

Sections 100A (No Lab) & 101A (with Lab)

Fall 2006
Instructor: Dr. Alan Searleman



Lecture: Valentine 107

Office: Valentine 112





8:30 -- 9:30 MWF

Office Hours: 12:00 -- 1:00 p.m. daily

Office Phone: 229-5114




Laboratory: Valentine 107

E-mail: asearleman@stlawu.edu



Time: varies depending on section









Lab Instructor: Ms. Mela Lawson
Goals of the Course: People are often amazed at the variety of phenomena that fall within the realm of psychology.  The main purpose of this course is to introduce you to this wide range of topics and to convince you (I hope!) that they can be studied and investigated using scientific methods.  Some of the topics we will examine include: research methodology, how the brain works, learning, memory, dreams, perception, motivation, intelligence, child development, personality, abnormal behavior, psychotherapy, health psychology, and social psychology.  

You are expected to attend every class.  I will frequently discuss topics that are not covered in the textbook and we will often engage in classroom demonstrations.

Required Textbook: Psychology (7th Updated edition, 2005) by John Santrock.  This is an excellent introduction to the science of psychology that has great graphics and is well written, comprehensive, up-to-date, and humorous.

One of the very nice features of this textbook is that it has a wonderful website that contains an Online Learning Center that provides chapter outlines, flashcards, interactive exercises, web links to relevant psychology sites, etc. 
Also included for free when you purchase the book is a CD ROM (In-Psych).  The CD is really good, it has much the same information as the book’s website.  
Research Paper: You will be required to write a critical review paper on some area of psychology that is of interest to you.  The topic must first be approved by me.  I ask that you do this by e-mailing me a one paragraph description of your topic and doing this no later than October 6.  The earlier that you give me your topic description the better off you will be, because I will only allow appropriate topics on a "first come, first serve" basis.  In other words, I want people to research different topics.  The final paper is due November 10.  Of course, you can always hand the paper in early! (
Specific Guidelines: The paper should be in 12 font type (this syllabus is in 12 font), be between 10-12 pages in length (including the reference/bibliography page(s)), contain at least 7 sources, and contain no more than 2 sources from the Internet.
Grading Policy:  There will be 5 semester exams and a mandatory, cumulative Final Exam.  With the exception of the Final Exam, your lowest exam grade will be dropped.  I like to do this because it gives a person a chance to recover, without penalty, from having an "off" day.  THERE WILL BE NO MAKE-UP EXAMS!!  If you miss an exam, that's the one you will drop.  Your final course grade will be based upon your 4 best Semester Exams, the Final Exam, the Research Paper, and a Lab Grade (if you take lab) all equally weighted.*

*Psychology Dept. Laboratory Policy:  In order to receive laboratory credit in a psychology course, a student must receive a passing grade on both the laboratory and lecture components of the course.  A failing grade on the laboratory component will result in the student being re-registered into the non-laboratory section of the course with the laboratory grade being averaged into the final course grade.
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Extra Credit Option:  Each semester participants are needed for on-going research projects conducted by students and/or faculty.  To encourage you to participate in these worthwhile endeavors, I will award you 3 points for each sanctioned experiment, with a maximum set at 9 points (in other words, you can earn extra credit by being in up to 3 experiments). 

Tentative Schedule for Reading Assignments and Exams

9/1
Introduction

9/4
Chapter 1 & Chapter 2 (pp. 39-62)

9/6
Chapter 2 (finish it)

9/8
Chapter 3 (pp. 77-98)

9/11
Chapter 3 (finish it)

9/13
EXAM 1

9/15
Chapter 5 (pp. 175-204)

9/18
Chapter 5 (finish it)

9/20
Chapter 6 (pp. 227-246)

9/22
Chapter 6 (finish it)

9/25
Chapter 7 (pp. 267-276)

9/27
Chapter 7 (277-291)

9/29
Chapter 7 (finish it)
10/2
EXAM 2
10/4
Chapter 8 (pp. 305-326) 
10/6
Chapter 8 (finish it) Last day to submit Research Paper topic description
10/9
Chapter 9 (pp. 349-367)

10/11
Chapter 9 (finish it) also Chapter 10 (pp. 387-405)
10/13
Chapter 10 (finish it)
10/16
Chapter 4 (pp. 117-128)
10/18
Chapter 4 (pp. 129-156)
10/20
NO CLASS – Mid-Semester Break☺

10/23
EXAM 3
10/25
Chapter 4 (finish it)
10/27
Chapter 11 (pp. 423-455)
10/30
Chapter 11 (finish it)
11/1
Chapter 12 (pp. 475-495)
11/2
Chapter 12 (finish it)
11/6
Chapter 13 (pp. 517-532)
11/8
Chapter 13 (pp. 533-548)
11/10
Chapter 13 (finish it) Research Paper Due
11/13
EXAM 4
11/15
Chapter 14 (pp. 560-572)
11/17
Chapter 14 (finish it)
11/20-11/24  THANKSGIVING VACATION!!!
11/27
Chapter 15 (pp. 601-620)
11/29
Chapter 15 (finish it)
12/1
Chapter 16 (pp. 645-657)
12/4
Chapter 16 (pp. 660-675)
12/6
Chapter 16 (finish it except for section on conformity pp. 658-660)
12/8
EXAM 5
12/11
Chapter 16 (pp. 658-660)
12/13
Special Topic – Environmental Psychology
12/15
Review for Final Exam
12/19
FINAL EXAM at 8:30 -- 11:30
