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Sensation & Perception 327

Spring 2006
Instructor: Dr. Alan Searleman                                  Lecture: Valentine 208
Office: Valentine 112                                                     10:50 -- 11:50 MWF

Office Hours: 12:00 -- 1:00 p.m. daily

Office Phone: 229-5114                                                 Laboratory: Valentine 107
E-mail: asearleman@stlawu.edu                                 1:15 -- 4:15 Monday 

                                                                                        T.A.: Sarah Skinner
                                                                                        229-7079
Goals of the Course: The purpose of this course is to provide you with a solid introduction to the area of sensation and perception from a cognitive/biological perspective.  Although we will cover all the major senses, we will concentrate on vision and hearing because of their overriding importance to humans and because these are the senses we know the most about.

Required Textbook: Sensation & Perception (Sixth Edition) by E. Bruce Goldstein.
In my humble opinion, this is the best undergraduate book on the market in this area.  It is well written, accurate for the most part, and even humorous at times.  It also has terrific pictures and illustrations!  

The book comes with a fabulous CD-ROM.  There are terrific interactive exercises, demonstrations, and experiments in which you can collect real-time data on yourself.  There are also practice Multiple Choice Quizzes for each chapter that should be a great help to you when studying for exams.
Lab Description: The main goals of the lab are to demonstrate principles discussed in the lectures or the book and to give you some experience with appropriate laboratory techniques and equipment.  In addition, each person will be expected to write and orally present a research proposal.  The primary purpose of this is to encourage you not to be just a “consumer” of knowledge, but also a “producer”.

Grading Policy: There will be 4 semester exams and a mandatory, cumulative Final Exam.  With the exception of the Final Exam, your lowest exam grade will be dropped.  I like to do this because it gives a person a chance to recover, without penalty, from one “off” day.  THERE WILL BE NO MAKE-UP EXAMS!!  If you miss an exam, that’s the one you will drop.  Your final course grade will be based upon your 3 best semester exams, the Final Exam, and a lab grade (if you take lab) all weighted equally.*
*Psychology Dept. Laboratory Policy: In order to receive laboratory credit in a course, a student must receive a passing grade on both the laboratory and lecture components of the course.  A failing grade on the laboratory component will result in the student being re-registered into the non-laboratory section of the course with the laboratory grade being averaged into the final course grade.
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EXTRA CREDIT OPTION: If you would like to try to earn extra credit (from 0-12 points) you can write a critical review paper (10 - 12 pages) about some topic in sensation or perception.  The topic must be approved by me beforehand and passed in no later than April 7.

_____________________________________________________________________________
Tentative Schedule for Reading Assignments and Exams
1/23
Introduction

1/25
Chapter 1 & Appendix on Signal Detection Theory

1/27
Chapter 2 except for pp. 49-54 (Dark Adaptation); 57-70 (Visual Acuity & Lateral Inhibition)

1/30
Chapter 16 up to p. 564 (Stop at Hearing Impairment)

2/1
Chapter 3 pp. 100-102 & Chapter 15 pp. 538-541

2/3
Chapter 3 (finish it)

2/6
Chapter 4 up to p. 126

2/8
Chapter 2 pp. 60-63 (receptive fields); Chapter 4 (finish it)


2/10
Exam 1
2/13
Chapter 2 pp. 49-54; Chapter 15 up to p. 518 (Stop at Distinguishing Figure/Ground) 

2/15
Chapter 2 pp. 57-60; 63-70; read Color Essays 1, 2 ,& 3 

2/17
Chapter 6 up to p. 201; Chapter 15 pp. 521-523

2/20
Chapter 6 (finish it) 

2/22
Chapter 5 up to p. 161

2/24
Chapter 5 (finish it)

2/27
Chapter 15 pp. 518-520

3/1


3/3
Exam 2

3/6
Chapter 7 up to p. 233; Chapter 15 pp. 523-526

3/8
Chapter 7 (finish it)

3/10
Chapter 9

3/13
Chapter 8 up to p. 283; Chapter 15 pp. 526-528

3/15
Chapter 8 (finish it)

3/17
NO CLASS (I will be presenting at a Research Conference in Baltimore) 
3/20 – 3/24 
Spring Recess☺!!!
3/27
Chapter 13 up to p. 460 (Stop at Pain Perception)

3/29
Chapter 13 (finish it)

3/31


4/3
Exam 3
4/5
Chapter 10 except for pp. 368-69 
4/7
Chapter 16 pp. 564-579 {OPTIONAL REVIEW PAPER DUE}
4/10
Chapter 11 
4/12
Chapter 15 pp. 529-534 (Stop at Olfaction & Taste)
4/14
Special Topic: Drugs & Sex; Chapter 10 pp. 368-369 
4/17
Special Topic: Personality effects
4/19
Special Topic: Attention & Perception
4/21
Chap. 14 pp. 473-487 (Stop at Taste System); and pp. 495 to end of chapter
4/24
Chapter 15 pp. 534-536
4/26


4/28
Exam 4
5/1
Chapter 14 pp. 487-495

5/3
Special Topic: Eidetic Imagery & Time Perception
5/5    Special Topic: Extra Sensory Perception; Review for Final Exam 

{LAB PROJECT DUE by 4:00 p.m.}

5/13
FINAL EXAM AT 1:30 – 4:30
