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Research Methods

Psychology 205: Sections A & B

Fall 2006
Instructor: Dr. Alan Searleman                                     Valentine 208
Office: Valentine 112                                                    1:15 -- 4:15 Mon & Wed

Office Hours: 12:00 -- 1:00 p.m. daily

Office Phone: 229-5114

E-mail: asearleman@stlawu.edu

Course T.A.: Meaghan Guckian
Goals of the Course: The purpose of this course is to provide you with an understanding of how psychological research should be conducted.  We will examine all the major types of research methods and the assumptions upon which they are based.  The course will also teach you how to write laboratory reports in official American Psychological Association (APA) style and to use the computer to run the statistical package SPSS for Windows.  Learning to work with and train laboratory animals (rats!) will also be part of the lab component of the course.  In addition, each person will be expected to write and orally present (using PowerPoint) a research proposal at the end of the semester.

Required Materials:

· Research Methods in Psychology (Third Edition, 2002) by Gary Heiman.
· Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (Fifth Edition, 2001).
Grading Policy: There will be 4 semester exams and a mandatory, cumulative Final Exam.  With the exception of the Final Exam, your lowest exam grade will be dropped.  I like to do this because it gives you a chance to recover, without penalty, from having one “off” day.  If you miss an exam, that’s the one you will drop.  THERE WILL BE NO MAKE-UP EXAMS GIVEN!

Your final course grade will be based upon your 3 best semester exams, the Final Exam, and a laboratory grade all equally weighted.  You must pass both the lecture and the laboratory components of the course to receive a final passing grade. 

Attendance is expected at every class and lab.

Points needed for particular final course grades

                                                               4.00        450+

                                                               3.75        440 - 449

                                                               3.50        430 - 439

                                                               3.25        415 - 429
                                                               3.00        400 - 414
                                                               2.75        390 - 399

                                                               2.50        380 - 389

                                                               2.25        365 – 379
                                                               2.00        350 – 364

                                                               1.75        340 - 349

                                                               1.50        330 – 339
                                                               1.25        315 - 329

                                                               1.00        300 - 314
                                                               0.00          < 300
Extra Credit Opportunity:  Each semester participants are needed for on-going research projects by students and/or faculty.  To encourage you to participate in these worthwhile endeavors, I will award 3 points for each sanctioned experiment, with a maximum set at 

6 points (in other words, you can earn extra credit by being in up to 2 experiments).

Tentative schedule for reading assignments and exams

9/4
Introduction

9/6
Chap. 1 and Chap. 5 (pp. 138-144)

9/11
Chap. 2 and Chap. 5 (pp. 145 to end of Chapter)

9/13
Chap. 3 and Chap. 7 (pp. 192-204)

9/18


9/20
EXAM 1
9/25
Finish Chap. 7

9/27
Chap. 4 (pp. 94-107)

10/2
Chap. 5 (pp. 129-137) Independent Samples t test

10/4
Finish Chap. 4

10/9
Chap. 6

10/11
APA LAB QUIZ (Appendix A & B of textbook; Chap. 1 & pp. 122-130 of APA Manual)

10/16
EXAM 2
10/18
Dependent Samples t test

10/23
Logic of ANOVA

10/25
Individual Proposal Meetings in my office -- No Class or Lab

10/30
One-Way ANOVA

11/1
Chap. 9 (pp. 266-283)

11/6
Correlation
11/8
EXAM 3
11/13
Finish Chap. 9

11/15
Chap. 8 (pp. 225-240) -- 2x2 Between ANOVA

11/20 -- 11/24 Thanksgiving Vacation (
11/27
Finish Chap. 8 -- 2x2 Within ANOVA

11/29
2x2 Mixed ANOVA

12/4
2x2 Chi Square

12/6
EXAM 4
12/11
Chap. 11

12/13
Chap. 10

12/15
Research Paper due by 4:00 p.m.

12/19
FINAL EXAM at 1:30 -- 4:30
